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Thousands of devotees join the procession of Black Nazarene replicas along Quezon Boulevard, Manila on Tuesday. Millions of devotees usually join the procession around Manila's streets in 
celebration of the Feast of the Black Nazarene that will culminate at the Quiapo Church today, Jan. 9, 2020. 

AVITO C. DALAN / PNA

BLACK NAZARENE

PH ‘deeply concerned’ 
as tensions rise 
in Middle East

MANILA — The Philippine government 
is “deeply concerned” over the recent 
developments in the Middle East, citing 
its threat to the peace and stability in the 
region.

“The Department of Foreign Affairs 
(DFA) expresses deep concern over the 
events in Iraq and its implications on 

peace and security in the region,” it said 
on Wednesday.

The latest statement reflects the coun-
try’s official position days after tensions 
rose in the region over the death of Qas-
sem Soleimani, head of Iran’s elite Quds 
military force, during a US airstrike in 
Baghdad and following the ballistic mis-
siles attack launched by Iran that hit 
two military bases in Iraq hosting US 

BY JOYCE ANN L. ROCAMORA 
Philippine News Agency 
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DILG to push for P10-B BFP modernization fund

MANILA — Department of the 
Interior and Local Government 
(DILG) Secretary Eduardo Año 
on Tuesday said he will push 
for the allocation of PHP10 bil-
lion for the modernization of 
the Bureau of Fire Protection 
(BFP).

Año said one of the vital com-
ponents of the modernization 
program is to ensure that all 
municipalities have their own 
fire trucks and fire stations, 
modern equipment and appa-
ratus and seven-foot fire truck 
ladders.

In November last year, the 
House Committee on Public 
Order and Safety approved a 
substitute bill that would pro-
vide a P10-billion fund alloca-
tion for the modernization pro-
gram of the BFP.

“Yung kayang pumasok ng 
ating mga firemen kahit na may 
usok. Hindi pa naman tapos 
yung session sa Congress, hang-
gang June pa, sana maipasa 
yung modernization program 

[So that our firemen can en-
ter areas where there is heavy 
smoke. The Congress’ session 
is still until June. We hope it 
will pass the modernization 
program],” Año told reporters 
after the BFP Change of Com-
mand held at Camp Karingal in 
Sikatuna Village, Quezon City.

Currently, BFP has 24,000 
personnel and there is only one 
truck available for every 28,000 
people, he said.

“So patuloy tayo habang du-
madami ang population dapat 
nai-increase din yung ating (As 
our population continues to 
grow, this must also be the case 
for our) personnel at equip-
ment,” he said.

During the ceremony, Fire 
Chief Supt. Jose Embang for-
mally replaced Fire Director 
Leonard Bañago who retired 
from the service upon turning 
56 on Tuesday.

Under the leadership of Ba-
ñago, the BFP upgraded its re-
sponse capabilities by procur-
ing more firetrucks from Japan 
and South Korea including 
aerial ladder trucks, chemical 
trucks, and rescue trucks.

The BFP successfully ob-

tained the accreditation for 
ISO Certification, crafted and 
implemented the Oplan Ligtas 
na Pamayanan (OLP), and re-
vised the implementing rules 
and regulations of Republic Act 
9514, or the Fire Code of the 
Philippines.

Under his watch, the BFP ob-
tained, among others, jurisdic-

tion on fire safety inspection to 
all PEZA zones and establish-
ments, constructed more fire 
stations, completed the new 
five-story building at BFP Na-
tional Headquarters, and stan-
dardized the BFP uniforms.

As the national focal point 
person for chemical biological 
radioactive nuclear (CBRN) 

issues of the Philippines, Em-
bang was able to propose and 
had approved and implemented 
more or less 30 CBRN projects 
for the Philippines in areas of 
forensics, response equipment 
grant, raising of awareness, and 
design/build Biological Safety 
Level Laboratory.

Embang represented and 
acted as the lead Philippine 
contingent for the Biological 
and Toxins Weapons Conven-
tion (BWC) Meeting of experts 
in Palais des Nations, Geneva in 
November 2016.

He also facilitated the CBRN 
capacity building programs of 
the Bureau of Fire Protection, 
Philippine National Police and 
other agencies. He was also pio-
neering chief of the BFP’s elite 
force, the Special Rescue Unit 
(SRU), that was established in 
1991.

Embang hails from the Phil-
ippine National Police Acad-
emy Class 1987 “Tagapagling-
kod” and thereafter joined the 
Philippine Constabulary–Inte-
grated National Police before 
entering the Bureau of Fire 
Protection in its establishment 
as a separate agency in 1990. ■

BY CHRISTOPHER LLOYD 
CALIWAN
Philippine News Agency 
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THE TRAINING YOU NEED
FOR THE CAREER YOU WANT

Dental Programs 

Earn a median wage of
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programs.

State-of-the-art labs.
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PRRD won’t tolerate corruption 
in 2020 national budget use

MANILA — President Rodrigo 
Duterte will not tolerate the 
use of any single peso in the 
PHP4.1-trillion national budget 
for 2020 for personal gain.

This was among the provi-
sions to specific conditions 
stipulated in the President’s 
message on the 2020 national 
budget.

Duterte reminded govern-
ment officials and employees to 
strictly observe Executive Or-
der No. 77 which bans junkets 
for government officials and 
employees.

The EO also mandates gov-
ernment officials and employ-
ees to travel in economy class 
except for Department Secre-
taries, Undersecretaries, and 
Assistant Secretaries if their 
trip is more than four hours.

It also requires government 
workers to use public modes of 
transportation on their travels.

“I can never overemphasize 
my abhorrence of corruption, 
and so I have to make sure that 
the use of any single peso in this 
Budget for personal gain will 
not be tolerated,” Duterte said 
in his budget 
message.

“This is to 
guarantee that 
the travel will be 
used only for the 
effective perfor-
mance of an of-
ficial or employ-
ee’s mandates or 
functions, and 
there is a sub-
stantial benefit to be derived by 
the State,” he added.

Meanwhile, Duterte de-
scribed the 2020 budget as an-
other “opportunity” to come 
closer to the collective dream of 
“a more peaceful and progres-
sive Philippines.”

“We began with the FY 2017 
Budget on a simple philosophy 
— A Budget for Real Change. 
We crafted our change agenda, 
and set out on a journey which 
we will continue through this 
FY 2020 Budget, underscoring 
the importance of peace and 
progress in the process. With 
this, I look forward to year 2020 
with high hopes,” Duterte said.

“Always for the Filipino peo-

ple,” he added.

Moving forward
Duterte reiterated the need 

for “change” to move forward 
as 2020 marks the second half 
of his six-year term as leader of 
the country.

“Moving forward requires 
change. We have to continue to 

improve as a nation and aban-
don habits and practices that 
hamper and continue to slow 
down our progress,” Duterte 
said.

“With a credible and effective 
system now firmly set in place, 
we are confident that in the 
next three years, we will con-
tinue reaping the fruits of our 
labor,” he added.

He acknowledged the prog-
ress made in reaching socio-
economic and development 
goals for the country but noted 
that the work does not end 
there.

“While I am happy to say 
that the passage of the FY 2020 
National Budget, equivalent 

to PHP4.1 trillion, continues 
the work we have started three 
and a half years ago — to enable 
the Filipino people to achieve 
their dream — it does not mark 
the end of a journey, but rather 
the start of a more challenging 
phase of our voyage for a more 
peaceful and progressive Phil-
ippines,” Duterte said.

The President 
vowed to contin-
ue to be guided 
by principles 
of supporting 
growth targets, 
adherence to 
fiscal responsi-
bility, effective 
allocation for in-
frastructure and 
social services, 

and continued adoption of the 
cash budgeting system.

He also enjoined the public 
to continue helping the govern-
ment to build a better country.

In a ceremony in Malacañang 
on Monday, Duterte signed the 
2020 national budget without 
vetoing any provisions.

The 2020 national budget 
of PHP 4.1 trillion is 9 percent 
higher than last year’s PHP3.76 
trillion budget and the coun-
try’s largest to date.

It is expected to sustain the 
critical infrastructure, human 
capital development, and peace 
and order initiatives of the ad-
ministration to support socio-
economic growth. ■

BY AZER PARROCHA
Philippine News Agency 

The 2020 national budget of PHP 4.1 
trillion is 9 percent higher than last 
year’s PHP3.76 trillion budget and the 
country’s largest to date.

EO 70 to end insurgency’s 

‘treacherous life cycle’: 

new AFP Chief

MANILA – Lauding the sig-
nificant gains of the National 
Task Force to End Local Com-
munist (lNTF ELCAC), the 
newly-installed Chief of Staff of 
the Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines (AFP) is confident that 
the multi-pronged approach of 
Executive Order 70 will put an 
end to the treacherous life cycle 
of the more than five decades of 
insurgency.

Speaking during the AFP 
Change of Command ceremony 
on Jan. 4, Lt. General Felimon  
Santos, said unlike in the past 
when local chief executives left 
the insurgency problem solely 
to the AFP and the Philippine 
National Police (PNP) to deal 
with, EO involves all govern-
ment agencies from the nation-
al to the barangay level with 
delineated roles and responsi-
bilities in the whole-of-nation 
approach.

“Government agencies and 
their corresponding units at 
all levels cooperate, interact, 
support, provide practical so-
lutions and solve problems 
and issues on the ground that 
are being exploited by these 
communist terrorists in order 
to stir-up our countrymen to 
fight against our government 
through armed struggle,” San-
tos said.

He added that EO 70, which 
was signed by President R. 
Duterte in December 2018, cre-
ated NTF ELCAC that institu-
tionalized a whole-of-nation 
approach in obtaining exclusive 
and sustainable peace-giving us 
an effective solution against 
communist-terrorists.

“This multi-pronged ap-
proach addresses the motiva-
tion for insurgency and will 
hopefully put an end to its 
treacherous life cycle,” he said, 
adding that by doing so, there 
will be no reason for the Com-
munist Party of the Philip-
pines, its armed wing the New 
People’s Army, and the Nation-
al Democratic Front to agitate, 
organize and mobilize the vul-
nerable sectors and communi-
ties.

Good governance
Santos, who headed the mili-

tary’s Eastern Mindanao Com-
mand based in Davao City, said 
he witnessed what EO provides 
for as it is being actually done in 
the provinces of Davao Oriental 
by Governor Nelson Dayanghi-
rang, Davao de Oro by Gover-
nor Tyron Uy, Davao del Norte 
by Governor Edwin Jubahib, 
and Davao City by Mayor Sara 
Duterte.

“Good governance practices 
and the efficient delivery of ba-
sic services for their constitu-
ents create resilient communi-
ties that thwart the return of 
the communist terrorist groups 
in their respective provinces 
and city,” he added.

The AFP, he said, can now 
focus its resources, manpower, 
and firepower on the remain-
ing communists who persist 
with armed struggle despite the 
government’s goodwill through 
cash assistance, livelihood 
training, and housing.

Santos, who is the 53rd AFP 
Chief of Staff taking the top 
military post from retired Gen-
eral Noel Clement, vowed to 
immediately neutralize groups 
that insist on seizing political 
power through armed struggle 
and other local terrorist groups 
like Abu Sayyaf.

“We shall effectively counter 
their narratives through good 
governance, build community 
trust and earn the people’s re-
spect, he said.

He added that vigilance, 
support, and cooperation in 
the local populace are need-
ed in order to suppress and 
prevent any future terroris-
tic plans from occurring and 
avoiding the unnecessary loss 
of human lives and damage to 
property.

“The AFP should always be 
battle-ready to counteract any 
threat that confronts our de-
sire for peace,” he said, adding 
that the AFP remains commit-
ted to supporting and working 
towards a successful imple-
mentation of the agreements 
for the Bangsamoro Autono-
mous Region in Muslim Mind-
anao and the peace accord with 
the Moro National Liberation 
Front. ■

BY GIGIE ARCILLA
Philippine News Agency 
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Gov’t, partners push for ‘low 
carbon transport systems’

MANILA — Government officials 
and partners from the private sec-
tor are pushing for the use of low 
carbon urban transport systems 
(LCUTS) in the country.

In her keynote address at the 
Low Carbon Transport Forum 
Tuesday, Department of Trans-
portation (DOTr) Assistant Sec-
retary for Planning and Project 
Development, Dr. Maria Na-
palang, said modernizing public 
transportation, a major contrib-
utor to pollution, with LCUTS 
would be tantamount to helping 
save the lives of Filipinos.

“By modernizing our transpor-
tation system, we are also curb-
ing pollution,” Napalang said.

She said according to studies, 
37 percent of the country’s total 
national energy consumption 
was composed of the transport 
system, with 80 percent used by 
road transport.

Furthermore, Napalang said, 
the transport sector accounts 
for 38 percent of greenhouse 
gas emissions.

Due to the sector’s big impact 
on pollution, the project to pro-
mote LCUTS was organized by 
the DOTr with the United Na-
tions Development Program 
and other partners.

During the forum, the use 
of electric and hybrid vehicles 
was highlighted, with support 
for other LCUTS, such as Euro 
IV-compliant public utility ve-
hicles (PUV).

Aside from the promotion of 
low carbon emission vehicles, 
four approaches were discussed 
to create a more conducive envi-
ronment for the commercializa-
tion of these transport systems.

These approaches include ef-
fectively enforcing policies and 
support for these environment-
friendly modes of transport, 
such as the Public Utility Vehicle 
Modernization Program, adopt-
ing and implementing low carbon 
transport programs at the local 
government level and increasing 
private sector investment, as well 

as participation in deployment 
and commercialization.

To help realize its goal of an 
enabling environment for the 
commercialization of LCUTS, 
the project was further divided 
into three components; policy 
support for the promotion of 
LCUTS from the government, 
awareness and institutional ca-
pacity development, and invest-
ment in LCUTS in the country.

Aside from Napalang, other 
speakers during the forum were 
policy and regulatory specialist 
Thomas Orbos, Baguio City May-
or Benjamin Magalong, Land 
Transportation Franchising and 
Regulatory Board (LTFRB) tech-
nical head Joel Bolano, and oth-
ers from the government and the 
private sector. ■

BY RAYMOND CARL DELA 
CRUZ  
Philippine News Agency 

Solon wants public spending 
raised to hit PH growth target

MANILA — House Deputy Speak-
er Michael Romero on Monday 
said increased public spending is 
key in attaining the government’s 
target of a 6.5-percent to 7.5-per-
cent gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth in 2020.

Romero said government 
agencies must spend their re-
spective budgets without delay 
for maximum economic growth 
and poverty reduction impact.

“Hitting the GDP growth and 
poverty reduction targets this 

year are, in my view, two key 
goals of the 2020 national bud-
get,” he said.

“The DBM (Department of 
Budget and Management) has 
proven it can release the funds 
fast, but it is the capacity of 
each agency to spend the funds 
timely and as authorized that 
must be the focus of each head 
of agency,” he added.

He noted that Congress has 
extended the availability of the 
2019 Maintenance and Other 
Operating Expenses (MOOE) 
and Capital Outlays for the ex-
ecutive branch to spend in 2020.

“This is part of the budget re-
leased in 2019 but not yet spent 

by the implementing agen-
cies. So within the first half of 
2020, the agencies would be us-
ing 2019 and 2020 funds. The 
economy should get a sizeable 
boost from all that government 
spending,” he said.

The House leader vowed that 
Congress will closely watch 
how well and how fast the de-
partments spend the budgets 
by checking their absorptive 
capacity.

“Citizens nationwide should 
see more classrooms, school 
buildings, bridges, roads, and 
other key infrastructure built 
left and right in the coming 
months,” he said. ■

BY FILANE MIKEE 
CERVANTES
Philippine News Agency 

78% of Filipinos 
believe there are ninja 
cops in police force

MANILA — Majority of Fili-
pinos believe that ‘ninja cops’ 
exist in the Philippine National 
Police (PNP), according to So-
cial Weather Stations (SWS) 
survey released on Tuesday.

The SWS survey, fielded from 
December 13-16, 2019, found 
that 78 percent of Filipinos be-
lieve the accusation that there 
are ninja cops or police who al-
legedly sell confiscated drugs 
they seize in operations among 
members of the force.

Seven percent do not believe 
the accusation, while 15 per-
cent are undecided about the 
matter.

This gives a net belief score 
of +70, correctly rounded, the 
SWS said.

Meanwhile, 23 percent of 
Filipinos say there are “very 
many” ninja cops in the police 
force, 44 percent say “some-
what many,” 28 percent say “a 
little,” and 3 percent say “al-
most none.”

By area, the net belief that 
there are ninja cops is high-
est in Metro Manila at +77, fol-
lowed by Balance Luzon at +71, 
the Visayas at +69, and Mind-
anao at +65.

The survey results also 
showed that 50 percent of Fili-
pinos believe the accusation 
that former PNP chief Oscar 

Albayalde is a protector of ninja 
cops while 13 percent say they 
do not believe and 37 percent 
are undecided. This gives a net 
belief score of +37.

The net belief that Albayalde 
is a protector of ninja cops is 
highest in the Visayas at +43, 
followed by Metro Manila at 
+40, Balance Luzon at +36, and 
Mindanao at +33.

Late last year, the PNP-Crim-
inal Investigation and Detec-
tion Group (CIDG) amended its 
original complaint to include 
Albayalde who was Pampanga 
Provincial Police director when 
the drug raid involving “ninja 
cops” took place in 2013.

Albayalde allegedly attempt-
ed to influence the dismissal 
order against his 13 former sub-
ordinates accused of reselling 
seized illegal drugs.

On Oct. 14, Albayalde relin-
quished and went on non-duty 
status (NDS) before his manda-
tory retirement on Nov. 8.

No permanent PNP chief has 
been appointed since Albayalde 
stepped down amid the ninja 
cops’ controversy.

The PNP is currently headed 
by Lt. Gen. Archie Gamboa as 
officer-in-charge while Interi-
or Secretary Eduardo Año was 
tasked by Duterte to supervise 
the police force.

Duterte said he wanted Año 
to “fix” the PNP by ensuring a 
police force free from corrup-
tion and abuses. ■

BY AZER PARROCHA
Philippine News Agency 

Department of Transportation (DOTr) Assistant Secretary for Planning and 
Project Development, Dr. Maria Napalang delivers her keynote address during 
the Promotion of Low Carbon Urban Transport Systems in the Philippines 
(LCUTS) forum. 
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AFP unlikely to recommend another truce with Reds

MANILA — The Armed Forces 
of the Philippines (AFP) on 
Tuesday said it is not inclined 
to recommend any national-
level truce with the communist 
rebels unless they officially 
abandon their armed struggle.

“Until and unless they aban-
don armed struggle, we in the 
AFP are not inclined to recom-
mend any national-level truce 
with these fork-tongued ter-
rorists led by the likes of (Com-
munist Party of the Philippines 
founder) Jose Maria Sison and 
his minions. They all lost con-
tact with reality but enjoy the 
comforts and perks of a lavish 
life in the Netherlands,” AFP 
spokesperson, Marine Brig. 
Gen. Edgard Arevalo, said in a 
statement.

Arevalo’s statement came as 
the holiday truce between the 
government and the commu-
nist rebels, which started mid-
night of Dec. 23, 2019, ends be-
fore midnight Tuesday.

“Never again!” the AFP 
spokesperson said when asked 
if there is a need to go on with a 
similar truce in the future.

Arevalo noted that during 
the unilateral ceasefire, gov-
ernment forces had an Army 
trooper killed and six others 
were wounded in Labo, Cama-
rines Norte.

The incident happened at 
around 9 a.m. of Dec. 23, 2019, 
mere hours after the declara-
tion of the ceasefire.

New People’s Army (NPA) 
terrorists ambushed soldiers 
returning to camp in compli-
ance with the AFP’s suspension 
of offensive military operation 
(SOMO), Arevalo added.

“The treachery happened a 
few hours after the NPA de-
clared their unilateral cease-
fire. At about 7:30 a.m. of the 
same date, the terrorist NPA 
detonated an antipersonnel 
mine they laid for the police-
men in Tubungan, Iloilo. Two 
lawmen were wounded and the 
police car was severely dam-
aged,” Arevalo said.

Civilians also lost during this 

period as they were not able to 
peacefully celebrate the Yule-
tide peace deal, as intended by 
the government’s declaration of 
a unilateral ceasefire, as there 
were three atrocities recorded.

“Terrorist NPA(s) launched 
SPARU (Special Partisan Unit) 
operations against civilians on 
30 December 2019. Soldiers 
thwarted the attack thereby 
neutralizing two and wounding 
two from the attackers. How-
ever, a soldier and a CAFGU Ac-
tive Auxiliary were wounded-
in-action,” he added.

Arevalo also said added two 
tribal leaders were also mur-
dered by the NPA, in separate 
incidents, for refusing to follow 
the “evil dictates” of the com-
munist terrorists.

He was referring to the mur-
der of Bontola Mansinugdan 
of the Higaynon Tribe in Es-
peranza, Agusan Sur on Jan. 1 
and the killing of Umayamnon 
Tribe leader Sammy Diwangan 
in Cabanglasan, Bukidnon on 
January 4.

He also slammed the commu-
nist rebels for pushing for the 

resumption of peace talks as 
part of their efforts to advance 
their armed struggle.

“Indeed, as NDF (National 
Democratic Front) Chair Mr. 
Luis Jalandoni arrogantly de-
clares: ‘We see that peace ne-
gotiations are another form of 
legal struggle ... in order to ad-
vance the revolutionary armed 
struggle ....” (and) ‘... peace ne-
gotiation does not replace the 
revolutionary armed struggle 
... in fact, it should advance, it 
should support this revolution-
ary armed struggle as the main 
form of struggle ... which is a 
more important struggle than 
the peace negotiations,’ “ Are-
valo said.

“Indeed, his lips betray their 
evil design every time they seek 
peace accord. And they were 
consistently consistent. They 
did it many times in the past; 
they did it again this time,” he 
added.

With the lifting of the truce 
effective January 8, Arevalo 
said the communist rebels can 
expect that combat operations 
shall resume with more inten-

sity and focus.
“And while the AFP gives pri-

macy to the peace process and 
will submit to the guidance of 
Commander-in-Chief, we are 
for localized peace talks given 
its success owing to the NTF 
ELCAC (National Task Force to 
End Local Communist Armed 
Conflict),” he added.

For 2019 alone, a total of 
10,918 NPA regulars, allies and 
supporters were killed, arrest-
ed and surrendered.

This can be broken down into 
1, 591 NPA regulars; 1,666 “Mi-
litia ng Bayan” members, 350 
from the “Samahang Propa-
gandang Lokal,” 4,734 from the 
“Underground Mass Organiza-
tions” or “UGMO” and another 
2,577 from their supporters.

Also, a total of 1,860 firearms 
were seized or surrendered.

The CPP-NPA is listed as a 
terrorist organization by the 
United States, the European 
Union, United Kingdom, Aus-
tralia, Canada, New Zealand, 
and the Philippines. ■

BY PRIAM NEPOMUCENO
Philippine News Agency 

Robredo’s report on drug ‘mere political attack’: 
PDEA chief

MANILA — Philippine Drug 
Enforcement Agency (PDEA) 
Director General Aaron Aqui-
no on Monday dismissed Vice 
President Leni Robredo’s re-
port on the drug campaign as “a 
mere political attack” against 
President Rodrigo Duterte.

“I see her recommendations 
as a mere political attack against 
President Rodrigo Duterte,” 
Aquino said in a statement.

Robredo, who was appointed 
as co-chair of Inter-Agency 
Committee on Anti-Illegal 
Drugs (ICAD) on Oct. 31, 2019, 
claimed that the Duterte ad-
ministration’s crackdown on 
illegal drugs is a “failure” be-
cause authorities have seized 
less than one percent of shabu 
supply since 2016.

“Vice President Leni Robre-
do’s statement is SADDENING 
– 18 days as ICAD co-chairman 

yet she has dismissed and ig-
nored all of our government’s 
accomplishments and efforts 
for the past three years,” Aqui-
no said.

Aquino said the metrics for 
the success of the anti-illegal 
drug campaign were drug clear-
ing, crime index, trust rating 
and operational accomplish-
ments.

He said 16,706 barangays out 
of 33,881 or 49.13 percent were 
cleared of illegal drugs while 
nationwide crime incidents 
went down from 11,860 in July 
2016 to 5,000 in July 2019 as 
reported by the Philippine Na-
tional Police.

He added the PDEA has 
seized a total of P45 billion 
worth of illegal drugs from 2016 
to 2019 from the 162,987 opera-
tions with 225,284 arrest.

“The trust rating of President 
Duterte, the author of the ille-
gal drug war, is at its peak at 87 
percent last December,” Aqui-
no said.

Aquino said 82 percent of 

Filipinos are satisfied with the 
campaign against illegal drugs 
as revealed in the Social Weath-
er Stations (SWS) survey last 
September 2019.

“Ibig sabihin tama ang gi-
nagawa ng ating national gov-
ernment. Gusto ng tao ang gi-
nagawa ng Pangulong Duterte 
sa program kontra illegal na 
droga [This means that the gov-
ernment is doing it right. Peo-
ple like what President Duterte 
is doing against illegal drugs],” 
he said.

Aquino admitted there are 
still shortcomings and flaws in 
the anti-illegal drug operations 
but “that is what ICAD is ad-
dressing now.”

He said the data of the gov-
ernment was not messed up 
because the Dangerous Drugs 
Board (DDB) has completed 
its survey and now on the final 
phase of data gathering.

“We reported that to the VP. 
However, I told her that it is 
very difficult to gather the real 
data since nobody will admit 

that he or she is a user or push-
er,” Aquino pointed out.

Other countries were also in 
the same situation in gathering 
real data, he added.

On October 31, President 
Rodrigo Duterte appointed Ro-
bredo as anti-drug czar to help 

Aquino co-chair the ICAD.
Duterte, however, fired the 

Vice President on Nov. 24 after 
she committed “missteps” such 
as talking to foreign individuals 
and groups which already “pre-
judged” the government’s cam-
paign against illegal drugs. ■

BY CHRISTOPHER LLOYD 
CALIWAN
Philippine News Agency 

Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency (PDEA) Director General Aaron Aquino. 
AVITO C. DALAN / PNA
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Duterte names heads of new 
housing dep’t, space agency

MANILA — President Rodrigo 
Duterte has named the respec-
tive heads of the Department of 
Human Settlement and Urban 
Development (DHSUD) and 
the Philippine Space Agency 
(PhilSA), according to the list 
of presidential appointees re-
leased by the Palace on Tues-
day.

Eduardo del Rosario was 
tapped as ad interim secretary 
of DHSUD, a state department 
created on February 14, 2019 by 
virtue of Republic Act 11201 and 
through the consolidation of 
the Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Coordinating Council 
(HUDCC) and the Housing and 
Land Use Regulatory Board.

Duterte signed del Rosario’s 
appointment paper on January 
2.

Prior to his new appoint-
ment, del Rosario served as the 
chairperson of the HUDCC.

The new housing department 
is designated as the primary na-
tional government entity that 
is responsible for the manage-
ment of housing, human settle-
ment, and urban development.

The DHSUD is also mandat-
ed as the “sole and main plan-
ning and policy-making regu-
latory, program coordination, 
performance monitoring entity 
for all housing, human settle-
ment, and urban development 
concerns, primarily focusing on 
the access to and the affordabil-
ity of basic human needs.”

Meantime, Duterte appoint-
ed Joel Joseph Marciano Jr. as 
director-general of the PhilSA 
on Dec. 5, 2019

Marciano was the acting di-
rector of Science department’s 
Advance Science and Technol-
ogy Institute before being del-
egated as PhilSA head.

Duterte on Aug. 8, 2019 cre-
ated the PhilSA through RA 
11363.

The PhilSA, chaired by a di-
rector-general, is an attached 
agency of the Office of the 

President tasked to be the cen-
tral government agency that 
will plan, develop, and promote 
the national space program in 
line with the Philippine Space 
Policy, which is the country’s 
primary strategic roadmap for 
space development.

Meantime, Duterte also reap-
pointed Dante Ang on Jan. 2 as 
his special envoy for interna-
tional public relations.

Ang was first named as the 
special envoy of the President 
for international public rela-
tions on May 3, 2017.

Ang, chairman emeritus of 
local broadsheet The Manila 
Times, was a publicist to former 
president Gloria Macapagal 
Arroyo from 1993 to 2001. He 
later joined Arroyo’s Cabinet 
as chairman of the Commission 
on Filipino Overseas from 2014 
to 2010.

Before joining the govern-
ment, he occupied various po-
sitions at the Manila Times as 
publisher, columnist, presi-
dent, and chairman of the 
board. ■

BY RUTH ABBEY GITA-
CARLOS
Philippine News Agency 

Economist sees 
higher growth 
for PH this 2020

MANILA — Obstacles faced by 
the Philippine economy in 2019 
are not expected this year, mak-
ing an economist optimistic for 
the return of domestic expan-
sion to the 6-percent level.

In a report, ING Bank Ma-
nila senior economist Nicho-
las Mapa said the country saw 
the “Tale of 2 halves” last year 
after the delay in the approval 
of the national budget and the 
weakening of investments due 
to the impact of the total of 175 
basis points increase in Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas’ (BSP) key 
policy rates in 2018.

These issues are aggravated 
by the risks from the US-China 
trade tensions, which made in-
vestors wary, he said.

“With the domestic speed 
bumps in the rear view mirror, 
we can expect growth to pick up 
in 2020 and return to 6 percent 
firing on all cylinders form,” he 
added.

Growth is seen to get further 
boost from strong domestic 
consumption as inflation re-
mains low, from government 
spending due to expected pas-
sage of the national budget ear-
lier than last year, and better 
investment outlook on account 
of cuts in BSP’s key policy rates.

Inflation, which averaged 
at 2.5 percent in the first 11 
months last year, is seen to av-
erage at 3 percent this year, still 
within the government’s 2 to 
4-percent target band.

Last November, rate of price 
increases rose to 1.3 percent 
from the previous month’s 0.8 
percent, the lowest last year. 
In 2018, inflation peaked at 6.7 
percent due to supply-side fac-

tors.
Inflation is seen to continue 

normalizing this year and this 
is projected to increase yields of 
government securities (GS) al-
though the impact is seen to be 
offset by the sustained reduc-
tion in BSP’s key policy rates.

“Weaker peso should also 
feed slightly into higher infla-
tion outlook but per BSP, ex-
change rate pass through has 
waned over the years,” Mapa 
said.

The economist, however, said 
the expected improvement of 
domestic growth may result to 
higher inflation and interest 
rates, and weaker peso at the 
latter part of the year.

For one, since the national 
budget is seen to be approved 
earlier than last year, imports 
are expected to recover and this 
will mean higher demand for 
foreign exchange, which will 
negatively impact on the local 
currency.

The report also said “general 
risk off tone in the wake of geo-
political events could take the 
shine off EM (emerging mar-
ket) currencies,” including the 
peso.

The peso’s strength is also 
seen to weaken on expectations 
of lower foreign portfolio in-
flows.

“Thus, we expect a very dif-
ferent landscape for 2020 with 
growth, interest rates, inflation 
and USD/PHP all seeing no-
where to go but up,” the report 
added. ■

BY JOANN VILLANUEVA
Philippine News Agency 

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte listens to the message of Science and Technology Secretary Fortunato dela Peña during 
the conferment ceremony of the Order of National Scientist on Dr. Emil Javier. 

KING RODRIGUEZ/PRESIDENTIAL PHOTO
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MANILA — President Rodrigo Duterte 
on Monday signed into law the PHP4.1-
trillion national budget for 2020, which 
is 9 percent higher than last year’s 
PHP3.76 trillion budget.

Duterte signed the 2020 national bud-
get (Republic Act 11465) in a ceremony 
at the Rizal Hall in Malacañang.

In his speech, Duterte said the passage 
of the 2020 national budget will support 
his administration’s goal of cutting pov-
erty rate to just 14 percent and achieving 
a 7.5 percent gross 
domestic product 
(GDP) growth by 
2022.

Duterte said “a 
great portion” of the 
2020 national bud-
get will be allotted to 
“programs that will 
directly touch the 
lives of our people” 
such as infrastructure development and 
social services.

“We will spend [36] percent of the 
budget to fund programs on education, 
healthcare, housing and social welfare,” 
Duterte said.

“To further boost our thriving econ-
omy, we will likewise invest 29 percent 
of the budget in infrastructure, tourism, 
trade, job generation, and agriculture,” 
he added.

Duterte said 11 percent of the budget 
will be allotted to debt servicing, with 
the ultimate goal of bringing down gov-
ernment’s debt to just 39 percent of the 

GDP by 2022.
The President recognized the contri-

bution of the Department of Budget and 
Management under the leadership of 
Acting Budget Secretary Wendel Avisa-
do for their efforts in crafting this year’s 
budget.

He also thanked the Congress for sup-
porting this administration’s fiscal poli-
cies through the continued adoption of 
the Cash Budgeting System and the full 
implementation of the Comprehensive 
Tax Reform Program.

“The passage of the 2020 General Ap-
propriations Act is proof that with the 
invaluable help of both Houses of Con-

gress, this government can effectively 
work together towards the enactment 
of key legislative measures that will 
support our development agenda in the 
next two and a half years,” Duterte said.

Duterte, meanwhile, asked Congress, 
civil society partners, and fellow civil 
servants in the executive department, 
to “remain driven towards our collective 
goal of providing a more comfortable life 
for our people.”

“Together, let us ensure that every 
peso in the budget will never be used to 
support the selfish greed of the few, but 
spent exclusively for the benefit and ser-

vice of Filipino taxpayers,” Duterte said.
On Dec. 11 last year, Congress ratified 

the final version of the PHP4.1-trillion 
national budget bill for this year.

Duterte earlier said he wanted to 
avoid a repeat of the nearly four-month 
delay in 2019 budget enactment due 
to an impasse between the House and 
Senate on realignments made by some 
House members.

Congress vowed to ratify the bud-
get on time to avoid a repeat of the de-
layed passage of the 2019 budget which 
prompted the national government to 
utilize a reenacted 2018 budget from 
January to mid-April last year.

The passage of the 
2020 budget comes 
despite Senator Pan-
filo Lacson’s recent 
claim that it contains 
around 1,253 budget 
items amounting to 
PHP83.219 billion 
which serve as con-
gressmen’s “source” 
of their “list” of 742 

projects worth PHP16.342 billion.
Lacson earlier alleged that provinces 

that had the biggest share of the alleged 
insertions are Albay (PHP670 million), 
Cavite (PHP580 million), Sorsogon 
(PHP570 million), Batangas (PHP502 
million), Bulacan (PHP440 million), 
Pangasinan (PHP420 million), and 
Cebu (PHP410 million).

Earlier, Presidential Spokesperson 
Salvador Panelo assured that Duterte 
would exercise his veto powers to re-
move the funds inserted in the proposed 
2020 national budget that will be found 
unconstitutional. ■

BY AZER PARROCHA
Philippine News Agency 

Together, let us ensure that every peso in 
the budget will never be used to support the 
selfish greed of the few.

Duterte signs P4.1-T 
national budget for 2020

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte signs into law the General Appropriations Act 
(GAA) of 2020 during a ceremony at the Malacañan Palace

REY BANIQUET/PRESIDENTIAL PHOTO
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Expect surge in flagship projects 
after signing of 2020 budget

MANILA — Senator Sonny An-
gara on Monday said the signing 
of the PHP4.1-trillion General 
Appropriations Act of 2020 by 
President Rodrigo Duterte sig-
nals the start of the implemen-
tation of more flagship projects 
that are meant to improve the 
lives of the Filipino people.

“The 2020 GAA could be de-
scribed as the first legacy bud-
get of the Duterte administra-
tion. In the last three years of 
the administration, there will 
be an uptick in the implemen-
tation of infrastructure proj-
ects, particularly the flagship 
projects, which are meant to 
improve the everyday lives of 
the people,” Angara said.

Under this year’s national 
budget, the chair of the Senate 
Committee on Finance point-
ed out that the Department of 
Public Works and Highways 
(DPWH) received a net in-
crease of PHP 51.139 billion.

“The idea is to complete as 
many projects as possible by 

the time President Duterte 
ends his term in 2022. For the 
more complex projects, the 
plan is to get the ball rolling al-
ready so that the next adminis-
tration will just continue these 
and complete them during 
their term,” he said.

Angara said education and 
social services, two key areas 
that are important to Duterte, 
are also given priority in the 
2020 GAA.

He said the conditional cash 
transfer or the Pantawid Pami-
lyang Pilipino Program will 
continue as part of the govern-
ment’s efforts to reduce poverty 
in the country, while benefits 
due to the senior citizens will 
still be funded in the 2020 bud-
get.

The senator said the 2020 
GAA also ensures that health 
care professionals such as the 
doctors, nurses, midwives and 
dentists will continue to be de-
ployed to serve the different 
communities around the coun-
try.

“The Department of Health 
will be able to continue its hir-
ing of doctors, nurses, mid-
wives, dentists, and other 

health professionals under its 
Deployment of Human Re-
sources for Health program. A 
significant number of our ‘ka-
babayans’ are situated in far 
flung areas and cannot afford to 
travel when they need medical 
attention and that is why this 
program should be sustained 
and supported,” Angara said.

The PHP4.1-trillion 2020 
GAA is 9 percent higher than 
the PHP3.76-trillion budget for 
2019.

Based on the new appropria-
tions, the 10 agencies with the 
highest budgets are: Education 
(DepEd, SUCs, CHED, TESDA) 
— PHP654.6 billion; DPWH 
— PHP580.8 billion; Depart-
ment of the Interior and Local 
Government — PHP239.8 bil-
lion; Department of National 
Defense — PHP191.7 billion; 
Department of Social Welfare 
and Development — PHP163.8 
billion; DOH — PHP101 billion; 
Department of Transportation 
— PHP99.3 billion; Department 
of Agriculture–– PHP62.2 bil-
lion; Judiciary — PHP40.1 
billion; and Department of 
Environment and Natural Re-
sources — PHP25.5 billion. ■

BY JOSE CIELITO 
REGANIT
Philippine News Agency 

DILG to push 
for P10-B BFP 
modernization fund

MANILA — Department of the 
Interior and Local Government 
(DILG) Secretary Eduardo Año 
on Tuesday said he will push 
for the allocation of PHP10 bil-
lion for the modernization of 
the Bureau of Fire Protection 
(BFP).

Año said one of the vital com-
ponents of the modernization 
program is to ensure that all 
municipalities have their own 
fire trucks and fire stations, 
modern equipment and appa-
ratus and seven-foot fire truck 
ladders.

In November last year, the 
House Committee on Public 
Order and Safety approved a 
substitute bill that would pro-
vide a P10-billion fund alloca-
tion for the modernization pro-
gram of the BFP.

“Yung kayang pumasok ng 
ating mga firemen kahit na may 
usok. Hindi pa naman tapos 
yung session sa Congress, hang-
gang June pa, sana maipasa 
yung modernization program 
[So that our firemen can en-
ter areas where there is heavy 
smoke. The Congress’ session 
is still until June. We hope it 
will pass the modernization 
program],” Año told reporters 
after the BFP Change of Com-
mand held at Camp Karingal in 
Sikatuna Village, Quezon City.

Currently, BFP has 24,000 
personnel and there is only one 
truck available for every 28,000 
people, he said.

“So patuloy tayo habang du-
madami ang population dapat 
nai-increase din yung ating (As 
our population continues to 
grow, this must also be the case 
for our) personnel at equip-
ment,” he said.

During the ceremony, Fire 
Chief Supt. Jose Embang for-
mally replaced Fire Director 
Leonard Bañago who retired 
from the service upon turning 
56 on Tuesday.

Under the leadership of Ba-
ñago, the BFP upgraded its re-
sponse capabilities by procur-
ing more firetrucks from Japan 
and South Korea including 

aerial ladder trucks, chemical 
trucks, and rescue trucks.

The BFP successfully ob-
tained the accreditation for 
ISO Certification, crafted and 
implemented the Oplan Ligtas 
na Pamayanan (OLP), and re-
vised the implementing rules 
and regulations of Republic Act 
9514, or the Fire Code of the 
Philippines.

Under his watch, the BFP ob-
tained, among others, jurisdic-
tion on fire safety inspection to 
all PEZA zones and establish-
ments, constructed more fire 
stations, completed the new 
five-story building at BFP Na-
tional Headquarters, and stan-
dardized the BFP uniforms.

As the national focal point 
person for chemical biological 
radioactive nuclear (CBRN) 
issues of the Philippines, Em-
bang was able to propose and 
had approved and implemented 
more or less 30 CBRN projects 
for the Philippines in areas of 
forensics, response equipment 
grant, raising of awareness, and 
design/build Biological Safety 
Level Laboratory.

Embang represented and 
acted as the lead Philippine 
contingent for the Biological 
and Toxins Weapons Conven-
tion (BWC) Meeting of experts 
in Palais des Nations, Geneva in 
November 2016.

He also facilitated the CBRN 
capacity building programs of 
the Bureau of Fire Protection, 
Philippine National Police and 
other agencies. He was also pio-
neering chief of the BFP’s elite 
force, the Special Rescue Unit 
(SRU), that was established in 
1991.

Embang hails from the Phil-
ippine National Police Acad-
emy Class 1987 “Tagapagling-
kod” and thereafter joined the 
Philippine Constabulary–Inte-
grated National Police before 
entering the Bureau of Fire 
Protection in its establishment 
as a separate agency in 1990. ■

BY CHRISTOPHER LLOYD 
CALIWAN
Philippine News Agency 
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MANILA — President Rodrigo 
Duterte admitted on Tuesday 
that his administration is brac-
ing for the possibility that the 
current stand-off between the 
United States (US) and Iran 
could turn into a “worst-case” 
scenario for the Filipinos work-
ing in the Gulf states.

In a media interview, Presi-
dent said one of the solutions 
that would help address the 
plight of Filipino workers in 
the Middle East is the impend-
ing negotiations of Presidential 
Adviser on Overseas Filipino 
Workers (OFWs) Abdullah Ma-
mao with the Iranian and Iraqi 
governments.

“I have sent Secretary Ma-
mao. He’s a Maranao. He’s a 
Cabinet member. He’s my fra-
ternity brother. I trust him. 
I’ve sent him to both Iran and 
in Baghdad if he can make it 
to talk to the leaders about the 
plight of the Filipino workers,” 
Duterte said on the sidelines of 
an event at the Palace.

“The order is just to get the 
assurance that my countrymen 
will have the egress, just in case 
hell breaks loose in the Middle 
East,” he added.

Mamao and Environment 
Secretary Roy Cimatu were 
scheduled to fly to the Middle 
East on Tuesday to hold a meet-
ing with officials in the Gulf 
states.

Mamao was tasked to deliver 
Duterte’s “special messages” to 

the Iranian and Iraqi govern-
ments which convey his desire 
that “no Filipinos be harmed 
in the course of ongoing con-
flicts.”

Cimatu, meantime, was or-
dered to establish coordination 
with the two Arab countries 
and lay the groundwork for the 
repatriation of OFWs.

The President’s latest re-
marks came hours after Presi-
dential Spokesperson Salvador 
Panelo said in a Palace press 
briefing that the President 
is ready to take side with the 
United States, in case Iran “in-
tentionally” harms OFWs in 
the Arab nation.

Siding with US a mere 
‘projection’

Iran’s top military command-
er, Qassem Soleimani, was 
killed in a US airstrike in Iraq 
last week, a move that prompt-
ed Iran to pledge retaliation 
against Washington.

Panelo said Duterte issued a 
“friendly caution” that the US 
will get the Philippines’ sup-
port, if Iran deliberately attacks 
Filipinos in the Middle East, 
which is home to 1.2 million 
OFWs.

Duterte said the idea of sid-
ing with Washington is a mere 
“projection.”

“I would not like it. That’s 
just a projection,” he said when 
asked to confirm his spokes-
man’s pronouncement that he 
would side with the US rather 
than Iran.

The Philippines and the US’ 
diplomatic relations began in 
July 1946. Five years after, or in 

August 1951, the two countries 
signed a Mutual Defense Treaty 
that aims to boost their security 
partnership.

Duterte, however, made it 
clear that it was “out of the 
question” for him to order the 
Philippine troops to help the 
US forces in its battle against 
Iran.

He added that he would not 
let the US use the Philippines 
as a “launching pad.”

“(It’s) out of the question, un-
less the national interest would 
demand it and it will be decided 
not by me, but me and Con-
gress,” he said, when quizzed 
about the Philippines’ possible 
assistance to the US.

“The Visiting Forces Agree-
ment, we will continue to re-
spect it in transit. But to use 

the Philippines as a launching 
pad or to fly the missiles or the 
rockets, I have to stop it,” the 
President added.

‘Plans A and B’ prepared
Duterte, nevertheless, said he 

and the country’s security offi-
cials are drafting “Plan A” and 
“Plan B” that are both aimed at 
ensuring the safety and securi-
ty of OFWs in the Middle East.

He, however, refused to spill 
further details about his gov-
ernment’s plans.

“We’re just reviewing it. So 
there’s plan A, plan B, and the 
worst-scenario case, puputok 
talaga (it will begin) if they be-
gin using high explosives,” he 
said.

“Kung may masaktan (If any 
of the Filipinos will get hurt), 

then we’ll just have to move 
physically not only verbal. What 
it would consist of, I cannot, as 
of now, tell you,” Duterte added.

For now, Duterte said he has 
already asked the Department 
of Defense to study on how the 
OFWs “would make their way 
out” of the Arab countries.

He said he has also instructed 
the Department of Finance to 
reserve a certain amount for 
that possible exigency of Fili-
pino migrant workers in the 
Middle East.

“I hope that they would do 
everything to assure the safety 
that no Filipino gets hurt be-
cause kung sabi mo may ma-
saktan o may casualty (if some 
would get injured or killed), 
then I would not like it,” 
Duterte said. ■

BY RUTH ABBEY GITA-
CARLOS
Philippine News Agency 

PH ready for ‘worst-case’ scenario 
of US-Iran conflict: Duterte

After killing of Iranian general, PNP ‘profiles’ possible threats

MANILA — The Philippine Na-
tional Police (PNP) has intensi-
fied intelligence operations to 
foil any possible terror plans 
following the killing of an Irani-
an top general in a US airstrike 
in Baghdad.

Lt. Gen. Archie Francisco 
Gamboa, PNP officer-in-charge 
(OIC), said police is profiling 

possible threats of groups who 
may take advantage or sympa-
thize with the killing of Qassem 
Soleimani.

“Ang task lang naman ng 
PNP is local, bantayan namin 
(PNP’s task is local, to be alert) 
for any retaliatory action on 
other sectors of society who 
might be sympathetic to them 
but as of yet wala naman tay-
ong ganun na threat sa Pilipi-
nas (we don’t have such threat 
here),” Gamboa told reporters 
on Monday.

“The PNP is profiling pos-
sible threats, possible groups 
who may take advantage or 
sympathize so our intelligence 
monitoring will be continu-
ous up until medyo luminaw na 
‘yung problema doon sa Middle 
East (such time that the ten-
sion eases in the Middle East),” 
he added.

Soleimani, the head of Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guards’ elite 
Quds force, was killed in a US 
drone airstrike in Iraq on Fri-
day.

His death marked an escala-
tion of tensions between the 
US and Iran since US President 
Donald Trump chose to unilat-
erally withdraw Washington 
from a 2015 nuclear pact world 
powers struck with Tehran.

In the preparations for the 
upcoming Feast of the Black 
Nazarene on January 9, Gam-
boa said there are no threats 
monitored.

“Although we do not expect 
any serious security issue in 
this event, we will exercise ut-

most prudence and readiness 
in anticipation of perennial 
public safety scenarios associ-
ated with this annual event,” 
he said.

Gamboa said some adjust-
ments would be implemented 
this year, including the proces-
sion route and security proto-
col.

“We appeal to the devotees 
and the public for their contin-
ued cooperation with authori-
ties and organizers,” Gamboa 
said. ■

BY CHRISTOPHER LLOYD 
CALIWAN
Philippine News Agency 
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Lacson lauds revival 
of PNP fitness policy

MANILA — Senator Panfilo 
Lacson on Tuesday lauded 
the Philippine National Police 
(PNP) leadership for reviving 
what he considers as his “best 
legacy” to the institution, say-
ing the fitness policy for cops 
would benefit everyone.

Lacson, who, as PNP chief 
from 1999 to 2001, personally 
led his men in physical fitness 
regimens, said police person-
nel would be the first to benefit 
from the policy by way of being 
healthier.

“I would like to think the best 
legacy I left in the police insti-
tution was the discipline that I 
instilled in my policemen who 
I enjoined to stop huffing and 
puffing with big bulging tum-
mies. Instead, they maintained 
a maximum waistline of 34 
inches so they would be trim 
and thin when they chased rob-
bers and other criminals,” Lac-
son said in a statement.

“Para sa kanila yan (It’s for 
them). For many pot-bellied 

police officers, their waistlines 
were reduced to a point that 
they became proud and con-
fident of wearing their police 
uniforms once more. But most 
importantly, the sight of fit and 
trim police officers pounding 
their beats would instill confi-
dence in the public,” he said.

He said the PNP should also 
intensify the internal cleansing 
efforts to ensure that rogue po-
lice personnel who betray their 
oaths “to serve and protect” are 
punished.

“If we have policemen and 
policewomen who are physi-
cally and morally fit, everybody 
indeed wins. Only the bad guys 
will lose,” Lacson said.

PNP officer-in-charge, Lt. 
Gen. Archie Gamboa on Mon-
day announced that the PNP 
will begin to strictly enforce 
weight standards this year, em-
phasizing the physical fitness 
for police officers.

To ensure strict compliance, 
Gamboa said overweight police 
officers would be barred from 
attending training and other 
types of schooling for career ad-
vancement and promotion until 
they meet their ideal weight. ■

BY JOSE CIELITO 
REGANIT
Philippine News Agency 

Gov’t ensures safety of Filipinos in Australia 
amid bushfires

MANILA — The Philippine gov-
ernment is ensuring full pro-
tection of Filipinos in Austra-
lia after bushfires raged across 
the eastern part of the country 
in the past weeks, Malacañang 
said on Monday.

In an interview over ANC, 
Philippine Embassy in Can-
berra First Secretary and Con-
sul General Aian Caringal said 
some 300 Filipinos have been 
evacuated from East Gippsland 
in Victoria, Australia because 
of the bushfires that rage in the 
area.

“We understand that about 
300 Filipinos have been evacu-
ated from that area,” Presiden-
tial Spokesperson Salvador 
Panelo said in a Palace briefing.

“Ginagawa ng ating pamaha-
laan ang mga hakbangin upang 
mapanatiling ligtas ang ating 
mga kababayan sa nagaganap 
na conflagration doon (Our gov-
ernment is taking steps to en-
sure that our citizens are safe 
from the conflagration there),” 
he added.

Caringal also assured that 
the Department of Foreign Af-
fairs (DFA) is ready to repatri-
ate Filipinos living and work-
ing in Australia if conditions 
worsen.

To date, the Philippine em-
bassy has not received any re-
ports requesting repatriation.

Data from the DFA showed 
that some 300,000 Filipinos are 
living and working in Australia.

He advised all Filipinos in the 
country to monitor the situa-
tion in their respective locali-
ties and to stay in close coor-

dination with the embassy and 
local authorities.

In a Tweet on Monday, For-
eign Secretary Teodoro “Ted-
dyboy” Locsin Jr. lamented the 
“tragedy of continental pro-
portions,” offering assistance 
to Australia to tackle the bush-
fires.

“Our hearts go out to Austra-
lians,” Locsin said in a Tweet.

Reports showed that some 24 
people have been killed since 
the start of this year’s wildfire 
season, but none of them were 
Filipinos.

Thousands of people have 
been evacuated from coastal 
towns at the peak of the sum-
mer holiday season.

Australia has been battling 
wildfires across large swathes 
of its east coast for weeks, with 
the blazes scorching more than 
5.25 million hectares of land 

and destroying almost 1,500 
houses in one state alone.

Celebrities and Britain’s 
royal family stepped in to offer 

support for victims of the fires, 
helping to raise millions for 
firefighting services and wild-
life shelters. ■

BY AZER PARROCHA
Philippine News Agency 

EJK of press freedom 
‘nonsense’ claim: Palace

MANILA — Albay First District 
Rep. Edcel Lagman’s claim that 
there is an “extrajudicial kill-
ing” of press freedom under 
President Rodrigo Duterte’s 
watch is “nonsense,” Malaca-
ñang said on Friday.

In a statement, Presidential 
Spokesperson Salvador Panelo 
said the executive branch pre-
fers to ignore Lagman’s allega-
tion rather than give the solon a 
media mileage.

“We will not respond to an-
other nonsense from him. Those 
issues have been bled dry by 
rambunctious critics like him, 
and have been responded to be-
fore,” the Palace official said.

“We will not repeat ourselves. 
We will not accommodate him 
just to make him earn media 
mileage,” he added.

Panelo’s statement was in 
response to Lagman’s recent 
call on Duterte to bring his per-
sonal grievances against local 
broadcast network ABS-CBN 
Corporation to the proper ju-

dicial or administrative forum, 
instead of “imposing an extra-
judicial killing of the freedom 
of the press.”

Lagman’s appeal came after 
Duterte on Monday advised the 
Lopez family to just put ABS-
CBN on sale.

The President’s proposal 
came, as he renewed his vow 
that the ABS-CBN, whose fran-
chise will lapse on Mar. 30, 
2020, would lose its battle to 
renew its 25-year legislative 
franchise.

Television and radio broadcast-
ing firms in the Philippines are 
mandated to get a franchise, as 
provided by Republic Act 3846.

A congressional franchise bill 
must be first approved by the 
House of Representatives and the 
Senate before the President can 
either sign it into law or veto it.

To date, at least nine bills 
seeking the renewal of ABS-
CBN’s franchise have been filed 
at the House of Representatives.

On December 8 last year, 
Panelo said the renewal of the 
local media giant’s franchise 
would still be up to Congress.

Presidential Communica-
tions Operations Office Sec-

retary Martin Andanar on De-
cember 18 said ABS-CBN can 
still run its other media plat-
forms, in case it fails to secure a 
fresh 25-year franchise for the 
operations of its television and 
radio broadcasting stations.

ABS-CBN is primarily in-
volved in content creation and 
production for television, on-
line, and over-the-top (OTT) 
platforms, cable, satellite, cine-
ma, live events, and radio for do-
mestic and international mar-
kets, according to its website.

It also operates various plat-
forms, including domestic tele-
vision, radio networks, world-
wide OTT, and online platforms.

ABS-CBN also has interests 
in Philippine cable, satellite, 
and broadband systems; music 
and music publishing; consum-
er products and licensing; mul-
timedia services; magazine and 
book publishing; product and 
post-production services; tele-
communication services; mon-
ey remittance; cargo forward-
ing; TV shopping services; food 
and restaurant services; theme 
park development and manage-
ment; property management; 
and cinema management. ■

BY RUTH ABBEY GITA-
CARLOS
Philippine News Agency 

Imagery from NASA Aqua Satellite showing MODIS & VIIRS data of Australian 
bushfires. 
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Duterte gives go-signal 
to release new water deal

MANILA — President Rodrigo 
Duterte said on Wednesday he 
has ordered the government’s 
lawyers to transmit the new 
water concession contracts to 
two water concessionaires Ma-
nila Water and Maynilad.

Speaking before the new 
presidential appointees, 
Duterte said he is giving the 
water companies the options 
to either accept the fresh deal 
or just let the government take 
over the water distribution sys-
tem.

“You know, we are facing 
problems in and out of our 
country. Great problems. Lo-
cally, it’s the water issue. And 
I have given the go-signal to 
our lawyers to present it to the 
concessionaires,” the President 
said in a speech delivered at 
Palace’s Rizal Hall.

“And so I gave them the 
choice, not an ultimatum. We 
do not do that because we do 
not own government. At sinabi 
ko sa kanila (And I am telling 
them), ‘sign the new contract 
because if you don’t, I will na-
tionalize, take over the opera-
tions and I’ll send you to jail.’ I 
have two years to do that and I 
can do it,” he added.

Duterte’s tirades against the 
two water firms started when 
the Permanent Court of Ar-
bitration in Singapore, in its 
separate rulings, ordered the 
Philippine government to pay 
PHP3.4 billion and PHP7.39 
billion to Maynilad and Manila 
Water, respectively.

The Singapore court made 
the ruling following the losses 
the two water firms allegedly 
suffered due to non-implemen-
tation of increases in water 
rates.

The President insisted that 
the existing deals with Manila 
Water and Maynilad that con-
tain “onerous” provisions are 
“null and void” from the very 
start.

He also maintained that the 
present water contracts violate 
Republic Act 3019 or the Anti-
Graft and Practices Act.

“But having been a prosecu-
tor for so many years, my in-
stinct really was, you know, to 

me and to the lawyers here, if 
you read the contract, you just 
use your two eyes, you will no-
tice that right at the beginning 
it is already null and void. Iyon 
ang mahirap (That’s the prob-
lem). And if I go against one, 
I will go against all,” Duterte 
said.

“It was really at that time a 
conspiracy to defraud govern-
ment. You’ll see, if you place 
the two documents: Republic 
Act 3019, that’s the Anti-Graft 
and Corrupt Practices and you 
place them face-to-face with 
the contract of the consumers, 
distributors, you would notice 
that all of the prohibited trans-
actions in the Anti-Graft Law 
are really in the document it-
self,” he added.

In a chance interview on the 
sidelines of the mass oath-tak-
ing of presidential appointees, 
Panelo said the new water deal 
is still being “fixed” because 
there are “mechanics” that still 
need to be settled.

“‘Yung mechanics noon, kai-
langan pa nilang mag-konsulta 
sa development bank, ’yung 
mga expert doon sa financing. 
May mga financing aspects 
’yun eh. Hindi ganoon kasimple 
‘yun (We have to consult the 
development bank, the financ-
ing experts with regard to the 
mechanics. There are financ-
ing aspects there. It’s not that 

simple),” he said.

No assurance to drop raps vs. 
water firms

Earlier, the President also or-
dered the filing of appropriate 
criminal, civil, and administra-
tive charges against the owners 
and legal counsels of Manila 
Water and Maynilad, as well as 
the agents and lawyers of the 
governments involved in the 
crafting of the water conces-
sion deals.

Duterte, in his latest speech, 
said he could not guarantee that 
his plan to file cases against the 
two water firms and other re-
sponsible individuals would be 
dropped.

“If you sign the contract sans 
the onerous provisions, but I do 
not give you a guarantee that 
no charges will be filed. For all 
that I can really say about this, I 
am not the only Filipino who is 
interested in the prosecution of 
crimes,” he said.

“That contract was never 
shown to the public. It was kept 
out, and suddenly we have a lia-
bility. You rob as blind in front,” 
he added.

On Dec. 12, 2019, Duterte 
threatened to order a military 
takeover of the operations of 
the two water concessionaires, 
in case the government fails to 
make amends with Manila Wa-
ter and Maynilad. ■

PRRD calls for unity 
amid calamities

PADADA, DAVAO DEL SUR 
– Despite skipping his visit to 
this earthquake-stricken town 
on Friday, President Rodrigo 
Duterte told the affected indi-
viduals to unite and rise to the 
challenges of last year.

“Let me remind the people 
that you are not alone and ev-
eryone is here to help. It pains 
me to hear the stories of suffer-
ing and I express my heartfelt 
sympathies and condolences 
over the loss of lives brought by 
the earthquake,” the President 
said in his message to the resi-
dents of Malalag and Padada 
towns delivered by Davao City 
Vice Mayor Sebastian.

He also said the government’s 
priority is to ensure that re-
building efforts in Mindanao 
are completed as soon as pos-
sible.

“Rest assured that we will 
continue to exert our efforts 
until all of you are able to recov-
er and get back on your feet,” 
Duterte added.

Along with Senator Christo-
pher Lawrence Go, the presi-
dential son led the turnover of 
the PHP5-million calamity as-
sistance to Malalag and PHP2 
million to Padada.

They also distributed food 
packs to the earthquake victims 
and assisted by the Department 
of Social Welfare and Develop-
ment (DSWD).

Extent of damage
About 1,250 families from 

the eight municipalities of 

Malalag town were displaced 
when the magnitude 6.9 earth-
quake hit the province on De-
cember 15.

Malalag Municipal Social 
Welfare and Development Of-
fice (MSWDO) assistant Leah 
Frias said 487 of the displaced 
families from five barangays 
have been staying in five evacu-
ation camps, while 763 families 
in three barangays are camping 
out near their homes.

The MSWDO report revealed 
that there are a total of 2,347 
partially damaged houses and 
111 totally damaged houses 
from all barangays in the mu-
nicipality.

Marideth Regoner, 46, of Pu-
rok Talisay, Poblacion, Malalag 
said she came to the gymna-
sium, hoping that the visit of 
the President could ease their 
situation due to the series of 
earthquakes that hit the prov-
ince last year.

“I and my husband have no 
money for the repair of our hut 
that was destroyed during the 
temblor,” said Regoner, who 
was with her five children.

On the other hand, some 
7,421 families or 37,105 persons 
were affected in the 17 baran-
gays of Padada.

Data from DSWD showed 
that there is only one evacua-
tion center in Padada catering 
to 32 families or 110 persons.

About 3,331 houses were 
damaged, 347 of which were to-
tally damaged while 2,964 were 
partially damaged.

DSWD’s total cost of assis-
tance reached PHP2.85 million 
covering food and non-food 
items and crisis intervention 
unit. ■

BY CHE PALICTE
AND ELDIE AGUIRRE
Philippine News Agency 

President Rodrigo Roa Duterte presides over the 45th Cabinet Meeting at the 
Malacañan Palace. 
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DOH tightens 
screening amid 
‘mysterious’ virus 
outbreak in China

MANILA — Travelers will face 
tighter screening following re-
ports that Chinese authorities 
are investigating a “mysterious 
illness” amid concerns that the 
flu-like virus is linked to Severe 
Acute Respiratory Syndrome 
(SARS), the Department of 
Health (DOH) said on Sunday.

In a statement, DOH Secre-
tary Francisco Duque III said 
he has instructed the Bureau 
of Quarantine to intensify the 
screening of all incoming trav-
elers, especially those who 
showed signs of “fever or signs 
of respiratory infection.”

Citing reports, Duque said an 
outbreak of a mysterious illness 
has affected 44 individuals in 
China.

The said disease is similar to 
“viral pneumonia of unknown 
origin,” he added.

Duque also urged travelers 
experiencing the symptoms, es-
pecially those who came from 
China, to get screened immedi-
ately.

“I urge the public, especially 
those with history of travel 
from China, to seek immediate 
medical consult if experiencing 
any flu-like symptoms,” Duque 
said.

He also urged the public to 
practice proper hygiene such 
as frequent hand-washing and 
wearing of masks in crowded 
places among others.

“Let us also embrace healthy 
lifestyle, practice proper hand 
hygiene, and observe cough eti-
quette to prevent transmission 
of respiratory infections,” he 
added.

In an interview over ANC, 
DOH Undersecretary Eric Do-
mingo assured that all airports 
and seaports have quarantine 
officers on guard.

“We’re really just being very, 
very careful right now in the 
Philippines. That’s why we put 
our Bureau of Quarantine on 
alert. We just have to take a 
good look of if,” Domingo said.

“All of our ports of entry have 
our quarantine officers,” he 
added.

“It’s very similar to any kind 
of flu. However, this one there 
was clustering in this province 
in China. All the people who 
had it, when they were tested, 
did not test positive for any 
regular kind of flu virus. So it’s 
something new,” Domingo ex-
plained.

He, however, clarified that flu 
shots could only help prevent 
infection and severe outcomes 
caused by influenza viruses, 
and not the mysterious new ill-
ness.

“A flu shot will help you on 
the virus strain that the flu shot 
is created for which is probably 
not this virus because this virus 
until now, has not been identi-
fied. There’s no flu shot against 
it but it will protect you from 
the currently circulating flu vi-
rus,” he added. ■

BY AZER PARROCHA
Philippine News Agency 

No Filipino hurt in missile 
strike targeting US bases in Iraq

MANILA — No Filipino was 
hurt in the Iranian missile 
strike that targeted two mili-
tary bases in Iraq housing 
American troops, Department 
of Foreign Affairs Secretary 
(DFA) Teodoro Locsin Jr. said 
Wednesday.

“So far, US said no Filipinos 
found to have been hurt. But 
search and damage assessment 
not complete,” Locsin said on 
his Twitter account, citing in-
formation from the Philippine 
Embassy in Washington DC.

Reports quoting the Penta-
gon said “more than a dozen 
missiles” were launched from 
Iran hitting the Al Asad and 
Erbil military bases in Iraq 
holding troops from the United 
States in what was believed as 
retaliation to a US airstrike that 
killed Qassem Soleimani, head 
of Iran’s elite Quds military 
force, on January 3.

According to official count 
from the Embassy, there are 
around 1,190 documented and 
450 undocumented Filipinos in 
Iraq.

Amid the growing tension in 
the Middle East, the DFA on 
Tuesday convened an Inter-
Agency Command Conference 
after President 
Rodrigo Duterte 
ordered govern-
ment agencies 
to draw up emer-
gency plans for 
Filipinos in the 
region.

Led by Foreign 
Affairs Under-
secretary Sarah Lou Arriola, 
the conference was attended 
by representatives from the Of-
fice of the President, House of 
Representatives-Office of the 
Speaker, Department of Na-
tional Defense, Armed Forces 
of the Philippines, National 
Security Council, Department 
of Labor and Employment, De-
partment of Transportation, 
Overseas Workers Welfare Ad-
ministration, and Office of Civil 
Defense.

On Wednesday, the Philip-
pine government raised the 
crisis alert level in Iraq to 4 or 
mandatory evacuation.

Upon orders from President 
Rodrigo Duterte, Environment 
Secretary Roy Cimatu on Tues-
day said he will immediately act 
on evacuating OFWs from Iraq.

“I will do my best to do an-
other mission for our country, 
to bring Filipinos out of harm’s 
way,” Cimatu said in a press 
briefing on Tuesday.

“I believe that this could be 
the target, initially, dito sa (in) 
US facilities inside Baghdad. 
Almost the same area where 
the Iranian general was killed,” 

Cimatu added.
He said, currently, the esti-

mated workers staying in Iraq 
are around a thousand but the 
data still needs to be reviewed 
as there may be more. He also 
already informed the Philip-
pine Embassy to move out.

In 2003, Cimatu, as former 
President Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo’s special envoy to the 
Middle East, helped repatriate 
Filipinos caught in the war in 
Iraq.

Duterte re-appointed Cimatu 
to the post prior to his appoint-
ment as Secretary of the De-
partment of Environment and 

Natural Resources.
“We need to make individual 

plans in each country (where 
there are Filipinos) that may be 
affected by the tension between 
the US and Iraq,” he added.

Duterte also formed a six-
man special working panel 
composed of his Cabinet mem-
bers.

Presidential Spokesperson 
Salvador Panelo said the com-
mittee consists of National 
Security Adviser Hermogenes 
Esperson Jr. and Secretaries 

Teodoro Loc-
sin Jr. (Foreign 
Affairs), Delfin 
Lorenzana (De-
fense), Silvestre 
Bello III (La-
bor), Eduardo 
Año (Local Gov-
ernment), and 
Arthur Tugade 

(Transportation).
Panelo added the Armed 

Forces of the Philippines was 
also ordered to prepare its air 
and naval assets for the evacu-
ation of OFWs, in case armed or 
military warfare between the 
US and Iran takes place.

US President Donald Trump, 
in response, threatened that 
there will be “major retaliation” 
if Iran avenges the killing and 
warned of massive economic 
sanctions against ally Iraq if the 
country expels US troops based 
there. ■

with reports from Joice Cudis

BY JOYCE ANN L. 
ROCAMORA
Philippine News Agency 

I will do my best to do another 
mission for our country, to bring 
Filipinos out of harm’s way.

DOH Sec. Francisco Duque III.  SENATE OF THE PHILIPPINES / FACEBOOK
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Robredo’s drug findings ‘a dud’: Palace

MANILA — Malacañang on 
Monday dismissed Vice Presi-
dent Leni Robredo’s findings 
and recommendations on the 
illegal drugs campaign as “a 
dud,” stressing that she was 
only trying to be “relevant.”

Robredo claimed anew that 
the Duterte administration’s 
crackdown on illegal drugs is 
a “failure” because authorities 
have seized less than one per-
cent of shabu (crystal meth) 
since 2016.

Presidential Spokesperson 
Salvador Panelo, however, said 
what he considered a “failure” 
was Robredo’s 18-day stint as 
co-chair of the Inter-Agency 
Committee on Anti-Illegal 
Drugs (ICAD).

“Palagay ko failure yung pag-
upo niya (I think the failure was 
her appointment there),” Pan-
elo said in a Palace briefing.

He criticized Robredo for 
implying that her findings con-
tained irregularities she was 
about to expose when in fact 
there was clearly nothing new 
about her report.

“If you notice when she was 
threatening (about) this report, 
she implied na meron siyang 
mga nadiskubreng iregularidad 
na akala mo’y bombang sasabog 
sa mukha (that she discovered 
irregularities you’d think was 
a bomb that would explode on 
your face),” Panelo said.

“It’s a dud. Wala naman si-
yang sinabi dun na bago na hindi 
tinututukan ng mga ahensiyang 
involved laban sa droga (She 
didn’t say anything new which 
the drug-related agencies are 
not already addressing),” he 
added.

Robredo was supposed to 
release her findings and rec-
ommendations on the gov-
ernment’s campaign against 
illegal drugs last Dec. 16 but 
postponed it due to the magni-

tude 6.9 quake that hit Davao 
del Sur.

Panelo earlier questioned 
why it took Robredo so long to 
release the findings, insinuat-
ing that her findings could be 
“fabricated.”

Not a failure
Citing police data, Robredo 

said only one percent of shabu 
has been seized in the three-
year drug war because around 
3,000 kilos of shabu is con-
sumed in the country every 
week or around 156,000 kilos 
per year.

Data from the PDEA showed 
it only seized 1,344 kilos shabu 
from January to October 2019; 
785 kilos in 2018; and 1,053 ki-
los in 2017, she said.

Robredo added that accord-
ing to estimates from the Phil-
ippine National Police (PNP), 
around PHP1.3 trillion worth of 
shabu circulates in the country 
every year. However, law en-
forcement only apprehended 
PHP1.4 billion worth of illegal 
drugs.

Panelo, however, said this did 
not immediately mean that the 
drug campaign is a failure but 
that there is more work to do.

He explained that it was easy 
for illegal drugs to enter the 
country being composed of 
many islands, but noted that 
despite this, they were still be-
ing captured by authorities.

“Hindi totally eradicated 
simply because marami pa ring 
pumapasok pero yung mga 
pumapasok, nahuhuli pa rin na-
tin (It’s not totally eradicated 
simply because there are many 
illegal drugs coming in, but they 
continue to be caught),” Panelo 
said.

“It doesn’t mean na (that) 
failure kahit na (even if it’s just) 
one percent,” he added, stress-
ing that Robredo failed to see 
the drug war’s many accom-
plishments such as having dis-
mantled illegal drug factories, 
caused the surrender of drug 

addicts and pushers, and the 
neutralization of high-value 
target drug suspects.

He said Robredo also failed 
to see the thousands of dys-
functional families by reason 
of the drug syndicate and only 
focused on families who have 
lost loved ones involved in the 
illegal drug trade.

“I think she just wants to be 
relevant,” he said.

‘Wrong feeling’
Among her recommenda-

tions, Robredo said instead 
of the PDEA, the Dangerous 
Drugs Board (DDB) should 
chair the ICAD because it fo-
cuses on anti-drug policies 
while the former focuses on law 
enforcement.

Panelo shrugged off her rec-
ommendation, insisting she 
could not simply rely on her gut 
feeling.

“What is her basis for saying 
that? Did she explain? Bakit 
yan ang feeling niya (Why does 

she feel that way)? Wrong feel-
ing,” Panelo said. He said Ro-
bredo should have consulted 
with agencies under the ICAD 
if they were amenable to her 
suggestion.

“Sila yung mga nandun sa 
baba, sila ang magsasabi kung 
okay yung kaniyang rekomen-
dasyon (They’re the ones on the 
ground, they’re the ones to say 
whether her recommendations 
are okay),” Panelo said.

“These are people knowl-
edgeable given the fact that 
they’ve been there in the last 
three and a half years. Sila ang 
nagbibigay ng rekomendasyon 
(They give the recommenda-
tions),” he added.

Panelo, however, said the Pal-
ace remains open to her find-
ings and recommendations if 
useful.

“This is not to say however na 
kung meron siyang matinong, 
magandang mungkahe, hindi 
natin siya iko-consider (that 
if she is good suggestions, we 

won’t consider them),” Panelo 
said.

“So far, ang nakita ko walang 
basis (But so far, what I see is 
there’s no basis),” he added.

Should be thankful
Asked if Robredo’s findings 

would affect the President’s 
high trust and approval ratings, 
Panelo said Duterte’s ratings 
continued to soar amid criti-
cism from the opposition.

“Nakita mo naman kahit na 
anong banat nila, naging 87 
percent nga, lalo ngang lumaki 
e (You can see that no matter 
how much they criticize, his 
trust rating reached 87 percent, 
it even increased),” Panelo said.

He, however, said Robredo’s 
higher trust and approval rat-
ings could be attributed to her 
drug czar stint.

“Tumaas yung rating ni VP 
Leni. Tumaas lang yun kasi nab-
igyan siya ng pagkakataon na 
maging relevant. Inappoint siya 
e (Her ratings even increased. 
It only increased because she 
was given the opportunity to be 
relevant. She was appointed),” 
Panelo said.

“Prior to that, diba bagsak 
siya ng bagsak. Dapat nga nag-
papasalamat siya kay Presi-
dente (her ratings were drop-
ping. She should even thank the 
President),” he added.

Robredo was appointed as co-
chair at ICAD on Oct. 31 to help 
Philippine Drug Enforcement 
Agency (PDEA) Director Gen-
eral Aaron Aquino in efforts to 
curb the drug menace.

She was fired 19 days later 
due to alleged “missteps” such 
as meeting with foreign per-
sonalities and groups that have 
prejudged the drug war and fail-
ing to present new measures in 
curbing the drug proliferation 
in the country.

Earlier, Panelo said Robredo 
accepting the role as drug czar 
was a “golden opportunity” 
that could even propel her into 
the presidency. ■

BY AZER PARROCHA
Philippine News Agency 

Pres. Spokesperson Salvador Panelo.  YANCY LIM / PRESIDENTIAL PHOTO
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SC thumbs down 
same-sex marriage 
case ‘with finality’

MANILA – The Supreme Court 
(SC) has denied “with finality” 
a motion for reconsideration 
on its previous decision junk-
ing same sex marriage petition 
in the Philippines.

In a notice sent to report-
ers on Monday, the SC through 
Clerk of Court Edgar Aricheta 
ordered that entry of judgment 
be made on the suit filed by 
lawyer Jesus Nicardo M. Falcis 
III and the LGBTS Christian 
Church Inc. against the Civil 
Registrar-General.

The High Court said the mo-
tion for partial reconsidera-
tion on the SC’s September 3, 
2019 decision was “denied with 
finality,” noting that “no sub-
stantial arguments were pre-
sented to warrant the reversal 
of the questioned decision.”

“No further pleadings or mo-
tions will be entertained,” the 
SC added.

In its September 3 verdict, 
the SC en banc unanimously 
dismissed the petition filed by 
Falcis, citing lack of legal stand-
ing to initiate the petition as 
well as for failing to comply 
with the principle of hierarchy 
of courts.

The Court, likewise, said it 
is turning down the suit since 
there is no actual case ripe for 
adjudication or “failing to raise 
an actual, justiciable contro-
versy.”

The following are Family 
Code provisions questioned by 
Falcis before the High Court:

Article 1, defining marriage 
as “a special contract of perma-
nent union between a man and 
a woman”;

Article 2, which enumerates 

essential requisites of a valid 
marriage to include the “legal 
capacity of the contracting par-
ties who must be a male and a 
female”;

Article 46, identifying the 
concealment of homosexual-
ity or lesbianism, among other 
things existing at the time of 
the marriage as fraud which 
may be used as basis for the an-
nulment of a marriage; and

Article 55, identifying les-
bianism or homosexuality as 
grounds for a petition for legal 
separation.

The court said while the Con-
stitution does not restrict mar-
riage on the basis of gender, it 
underscored the need of formal 
legislation to allow a more or-
derly deliberation in assuring 
rights.

“Adjudication assures argu-
ments between parties with 
respect to the existence and 
interpretation of fundamental 
freedoms. On the other hand, 
legislation ideally allows demo-
cratic deliberation on the vari-
ous ways to assure those funda-
mental rights,” the tribunal said 
in its ruling.

“The process of legisla-
tion exposes the experiences 
of those who have been op-
pressed, ensuring that this be 
understood by those who stand 
with the majority. Often public 
reason needs to be first shaped 
through the crucible of cam-
paigns and advocacies within 
our political forums before it is 
sharpened for judicial fiat,” it 
added. ■

BY BENJAMIN PULTA
Philippine News Agency 

Founder of Daily Tribune 
succumbs to ‘lingering illness’

VETERAN JOURNALIST and 
founder of local broadsheet 
Daily Tribune Ninez Cacho-Ol-
ivares passed away at the age of 
78, the publication announced 
on Friday, January 3.

“Daily Tribune founder and 
moving spirit Ninez Cacho Oli-
vares passed away the morning 
of 3 January due to a lingering 
illness,” the Daily Tribune said 
in a Facebook post.

“Through all the challeng-
es that the newspaper went 
through, she had one stubborn 
purpose, which was to put the 
Daily Tribune to bed every day,” 
it added.

Cacho-Olivares wrote for 
various broadsheets such as 
Bulletin Today, Philippine Dai-
ly Inquirer, Business Day, and 
Business World.

She founded the Daily Tri-
bune in June 2000, which was 
acquired by the Concept and 
Information Group, Inc. in 
June 2018.

The journalist’s last opinion 
piece, titled “‘Nuff said,” was 
published on the same day she 
passed away. In her last col-
umn, Cacho-Olivares slammed 
detained Senator Leila de Lima, 
as well as the American sena-
tors who are calling for her re-
lease.

‘Shining example of a 
journalist’

On Saturday, January 4, 
Malacañang expressed its 
condolences to the family of 
Cacho-Olivares, whom it de-
scribed as “a shining example 
of a journalist who wrote with 
truth accompanying the move-
ment of her pen.”

“We have lost a welcome hell 
of a journalist that struck fear 
in the hearts of corrupt bureau-

crats and politicians with pre-
tended nationalism as well as 
pseudo intellectuals who suf-
focate the air with their non-
sense,” Presidential Spokesper-
son Salvador Panelo said.

The Palace official remem-
bered the journalist for her 
“biting commentaries and in-
sightful analyses laced with wit 
and elegant sarcasm” when she 
talks about the government in-
competence and corruption, 
saying that her words are like 
a scalpel that “cuts through the 
lies and corruption of political 
scoundrels.”

Panelo recalled how Cacho-
Olivares became “one of the 
leading figures who carried the 
torch for freedom of expres-
sion” during the martial law 
regime under the late dictator 
Ferdinand Marcos.

“She bravely joined the par-
liament of the streets against 

the Marcos presidency. The 
threat of arrest and detention 
could not deter her from pur-
suing her advocacy of freedom 
of the press and good govern-
ment,” the spokesman said.

Presidential Communica-
tions Operations Office (PCOO) 
Secretary Martin Andanar 
earlier hailed Cacho-Olivares’ 
“fearlessness” to comment on 
the issues that the country is 
facing, saying it is something 
that will be remembered and 
admired by her colleagues and 
friends.

Cacho-Olivares is survived 
by her children Peter Bambina, 
Michael and Pixie, her chil-
dren-in-law Tweety Quintero, 
Xandra Barretto, and Jay Fona-
cier, and her grandchildren 
Carlo, Iñigo, Isabella and En-
rique Olivares, Samantha and 
Jessica Wise, Julio Olivares, 
and Noelle Fonacier. ■

BY JOANNA BELLE DEALA
Philippine Canadian Inquirer 

Daily Tribune founder and moving spirit Ninez Cacho Olivares passed away the 
morning of 3 January due to a lingering illness.
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Ukrainian aircraft 
with 180 people aboard 
crashes in Tehran

KIEV — Passengers and crew of 
a Ukrainian plane that crashed 
at Tehran Airport were killed, 
the Ukrainian Foreign Ministry 
said on Wednesday.

“The passengers and flight 
crew are deceased,” the Ukrai-
nian Foreign Ministry’s consul-
ar service said in a statement on 
Facebook.

Fars news agency reported 

early on Wednesday that Boe-
ing-737 of the Ukraine Inter-
national Airlines carrying 180 
passengers and crewmembers 
crashed in Tehran shortly after 
its take-off from the Imam Kho-
meini International Airport.

According to the agency, the 
passenger jet, which was en 
route from Tehran to the Ukrai-
nian capital of Kiev, crashed 
due to technical problems.

Iranian television channel 
Press TV reported that the air-
craft carried 170 people. ■

PHILIPPINE NEWS 
AGENCY 

Canada announces P7.25-M 
grant for 11 PH groups

MANILA — Canada has ear-
marked 185,000 Canadian dol-
lars (around PHP7.25 million) 
to fund projects in the Philip-
pines focused on advancing in-
clusive governance and human 
rights.

The Canadian Embassy in 
Manila said eleven organiza-
tions from across the Philip-
pines will receive the grants 
from Canada Fund this year.

“By working with Philippines 
organizations through the Can-
ada Fund, the Embassy of Can-
ada is championing the values 
of inclusive and accountable 
governance, including by pro-
moting human rights, women’s 
empowerment, gender equal-
ity, and respect for diversity”, 
said Crista McInnis, the Em-
bassy’s Chargé d’affaires, in a 
statement Tuesday.

McInnis noted that advanc-
ing inclusive governance re-
mains a strategic priority for 
Canada in the Philippines.

“We are partnering with civil 
society organizations in ad-
dressing barriers that prevent 
marginalized groups from re-
alizing their full potential and 
participating in the develop-
ment and prosperity of their 
families and communities,” she 

said.
The following organizations 

and their respective projects 
will receive the said Canada 
Fund grants:

- Active Citizenship Founda-
tion’s Safe Campuses Project, 
which promotes safe spaces by 
establishing desks for women 
and Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender, and Queer (LG-
BTQ+) students in five univer-
sities across the Philippines.

- Samahan ng mga Pilipina 
para sa Reporma at Kaunlaran 
Inc. (Spark! Philippines)’s Hu-
manizing SOGIE, which aims 
to increase Filipinos’ willing-
ness to accept and recognize 
the diverse sexual orienta-
tions, gender identities, and 
LGBT+expressions.

- Ateneo de Manila Universi-
ty’s Ateneo Human Rights Cen-
ter, in collaboration with the 
provincial government of the 
Dinagat Islands, which seeks 
to improve access to justice in 
the province by empowering 
barangay officials to promote 
peace and order.

- Pakigdait Alang sa Pag-amo-
ma sa Kalinaw, which is work-
ing with six communities in La-
nao del Norte to sustain peace 
and prevent violent extremism 
by organizing community dia-
logues with Bangsamoro wom-
en and youth.

- League of Cities of the Phil-
ippines, which is establishing 

evidence-based mechanisms 
for its 145 member cities to 
share best practices for imple-
menting gender and devel-
opment (GAD) policies. The 
project will research examples 
of best policies and gather rel-
evant statistics for publication 
in a database and guidebook for 
local leaders, which will allow 
cities to ensure maximum ef-
fectiveness of the existing GAD 
Focal Point System (GFPS).

- University of the Philip-
pines Center for Women’s and 
Gender Studies, which will con-
tinue with Phase 2 of its Angat 
Bayi Women’s Political Em-
powerment Program that sup-
ports and expands a network of 
Filipino women political lead-
ers committed to advancing 
feminist, rights-based, demo-
cratic governance.

- Foundation for the Ad-
vancement of Clinical Epide-
miology’s Technological Inter-
vention to Protect Teenagers 
Against Early Unintended At 
Risk Pregnancies and Sexually 
Transmitted Illnesses in the 
Philippines (PROTECT), which 
is in its second year of research-
ing of developing an innovative 
chat robot on Facebook Mes-
senger.

- Bahay Tuluyan’s continued 
work to empower marginalized 
youth by building their capac-
ity to protect themselves from 
abuse and exploitation.

- Pambansang Kongreso ng 
Kababaihan sa Kanayunan, 
Inc.’s Women in Emergencies 
Network in the Philippines’ 
promotion of women’s capacity 
in disaster risk reduction man-
agement by boosting women’s 
leadership in decision making 
and participation in disaster 
risk reduction management, 
climate change adaptation, and 
peace and security.

- Simbahang Lingkod ng 
Bayan’s work on a nation-wide 
project that aims to increase 
active and more meaningful 
political engagement of com-
munity-based and civil society 
organizations, parishes and 
schools by conducting political 
and civic education and advo-
cacy campaigning, and building 
local support networks.

- Government Watch (G-
Watch), which will continue 
to train and mobilize officials 
of the Sangguniang Kabataan 
(local youth councils) to ef-
fectively monitor anti-poverty 
programs in their respective 
barangays to enhance trans-
parency, participation, and ac-
countability and improve out-
comes for beneficiaries.

The Canada Fund is a com-
petitive grants program run by 
the Embassy of Canada in the 
Philippines, which provides 
direct financial support to lo-
cal organizations for projects 
that promote inclusive gover-
nance, such as by empowering 
women and girls, strengthening 
democracy, advancing human 
rights and promoting the rule 
of law. ■

BY RUTH ABBEY GITA-
CARLOS
Philippine News Agency 

PRRD hits back at Robredo: 
You’ve done nothing as drug czar

MANILA — President Rodrigo 
R. Duterte on Tuesday chided 
Vice President Leni Robredo 
for claiming that the current 
administration’s crackdown on 
illegal drugs is a “massive fail-
ure.”

Duterte turned the tables on 
Robredo, saying the latter failed 
to make an accomplishment 
during her brief stint as co-
chairperson of the Inter-Agen-
cy Committee on Anti-Illegal 

Drugs (ICAD).
The President also said Ro-

bredo has no right to lecture 
him when it comes to his way 
of handling the drug problem in 
the country.

“You know for all of these 
years, she has done nothing. 
She is a colossal blunder,” he 
said in an interview with Palace 
reporters on the sidelines of 
an event at Malacañan Palace. 
“You know, as a lawyer, lectur-
ing on me, well, she should re-
visit her record, I suggest.”

Duterte was forced to ap-
point Robredo on October 31 as 
co-chair of ICAD, after the Vice 

President claimed that his ad-
ministration’s drug war is “ob-
viously not working.”

Robredo was originally 
tasked to assume the role of 
ICAD co-chairperson until 
June 30, 2022 but was stripped 
of her role at the anti-drug body 
following her supposed failure 
to present new measures in 
curbing the drug proliferation 
in the country.

Robredo, whose ICAD chair-
manship only lasted 18 days, 
bared on Monday that the 
Duterte government barely 

BY RUTH ABBEY GITA-
CARLOS
Philippine News Agency 
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After death of Iranian general, ‘World War 3’ 
trends worldwide

NETIZENS FROM all over the 
world could not stop talking 
about World War 3, following 
the death of top Iranian gen-
eral Qasem Soleimani who was 
considered as the second most 
powerful figure in Iran next 
to Supreme Leader Ayatollah 
Khamenei.

Hashtags like #WWIII, 
#worldwar3, and Iran quickly 
became one of those top trend-
ing topics on Twitter as the 
public expressed their concern 
that the general’s death could 
spark another global conflict 
after Iran vowed to seek re-
venge.

“Severe revenge awaits those 
criminals who have tainted 

their filthy hands with his [So-
leimani] blood and the blood of 
the other martyrs of last night’s 
incident,” Khamenei said.

Iranian President Hassan 
Rouhani also said in a Tweet, 
“The flag of General Soleimani 
in defense of the country’s ter-
ritorial integrity and the fight 
against terrorism and extrem-
ism in the region will be raised, 
and the path of resistance to US 
excesses will continue.”

Soleimani, head of Iran’s Is-
lamic Revolution Guards Corps 
(IRGC) Quds Force, was killed 
in a United States drone strike 
at the airport in Baghdad, Iraq. 
The attack was ordered by Pres-
ident Donald Trump.

In a statement, the American 
President claimed that Solei-
mani “was plotting imminent 
and sinister attacks on Ameri-

can diplomats and military 
personnel” and that the IRGC 
under the slain general “has 
targeted, injured, and mur-
dered hundreds of American 
civilians and servicemen.”

“We took action last night to 
stop a war.  We did not take ac-
tion to start a war,” Trump said.

“I have [a] deep respect for 
the Iranian people.  They are 
remarkable people, with an 
incredible heritage and unlim-
ited potential. We do not seek 
regime change.  However, the 
Iranian regime’s aggression in 
the region, including the use 
of proxy fighters to destabilize 
its neighbors, must end, and it 
must end now,” he added.

Aside from Soleimani, Abu 
Mahdi al-Muhandis, deputy 
head of the Iraqi Popular Mobi-
lization Forces (PMF), was also 

killed.
Iran will hold three days of 

public mourning in honor of 
Soleimani. Meanwhile, Khame-
nei appointed Brigadier Gen-

eral Esmaeil Qa’ani as the new 
head of the IRGC Quds Force, 
saying that the group’s strategy 
will remain the same as during 
Soleimani’s leadership. ■

BY JOANNA BELLE DEALA
Philippine Canadian Inquirer 

2 battalions proposed to help 
repatriate Mideast OFWs: DND

MANILA — The deployment 
of two battalions to the Middle 
East, as proposed by President 
Rodrigo Duterte, will be solely 
to facilitate the evacuation 
of overseas Filipino workers 
(OFWs) in Iraq, Defense Secre-
tary Delfin Lorenzana said on 
Wednesday.

“Ang idea ni Presidente is 
magpadala tayo dun just in case 
na kailangan ng mga tao na-
tin ng proteksyon (The idea of 
the President is to sent troops 
there just in case our people 
will need protection). The two 
battalions will not be there to 
engage in combat to anybody 
but to facilitate or help assist in 
the repatriation of the OFWs, 
especially in Iraq,” Lorenzana 
said in an interview with re-
porters shortly after the De-
partment of National Defense 
(DND) - Armed Forces of the 
Philippines’ (AFP) New Year’s 
Call in Camp Aguinaldo, Que-
zon City.

These troops will come from 
the Philippine Marine Corps 
and the Philippine Army’s Spe-

cial Operation Command.
A battalion is composed of 

about 350 to 500 officers and 
enlisted personnel.

Lorenzana, however, said 
these troops can also protect 
the Filipino evacuees and those 
helping them in the repatria-
tion.

When asked whether they 
have Rules of Engagement for 
these soldiers, he said there is 
none to date.

“Wala pa ngayon dahil we are 
still in the planning stage. We 
are still preparing the troops 
tapos si (Foreign Affairs) Secre-
tary (Teodoro) Locsin naman ay 
nakikipag-negotiate, nakikip-
ag-ugnayan sa mga ibang bansa 
dun kung ano ba yung kailan-
gang mga papeles para pu-
masok yung mga tao natin and 
other logistics kasi magpapada-
la tayo ng barko at mga eroplano 
— saan sila magla-landing, saan 
sila magdo-dock, so yung mga 
refurbishment, refueling, sup-
plies, lahat yun aayusin natin 
(There is none for now because 
we are still in the planning 
stage. We are still preparing the 
troops while Secretary Locsin 
is currently negotiating and co-
ordinating with other countries 

on what documents are needed 
before the entry of our people 
and other logistics because we 
are going to send ships and air-
planes — where they will land 
or dock. We will arrange all the 
refurbishment, refueling, sup-
plies),” Lorenzana added.

All Filipinos in Iran and Iraq, 
even those in Libya, who are 
willing to come home due to 
the tensions in the Middle East, 
will be brought home, especial-
ly if they are in danger.

Lorenzana said the greatest 
challenge is to convince the 
OFWs to go home as they don’t 
want to leave their jobs.

“But hopefully, we will be 
able to convince them — if their 
lives are in danger — to come 
home,” he added.

When asked on when repatri-
ations would start, Lorenzana 
said a brand-new Philippine 
Coast Guard offshore patrol 
vessel, the BRP Gabriela Silang, 
which is now in Malta after 
leaving Saint-Nazaire, France 
last December, is headed for 
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia and is ex-
pected to be there by Thursday.

“We will hold them there for 

military and coalition 
forces.

Amid tensions, the 
DFA said efforts are continu-
ing to secure the repatriation of 
Filipinos in Iraq.

“The DFA, in coordination 
with other agencies, will deploy 
rapid response teams (RRTs) to 
the region,” it added.

Earlier, the DFA raised cri-
sis alert level 4 for Filipinos in 
Iraq, with the Philippine Em-
bassy in Baghdad tasked to ef-
fect the mandatory evacuation 
of Filipinos estimated at 1,640 
in that country.

Based on the instructions 
of President Rodrigo Duterte, 
the DFA on Wednesday also 
announced that Environment 
Secretary Roy Cimatu is sched-
uled to fly to the Middle East to 
oversee the Philippines’ repa-
triation efforts.

The country’s position 
echoes the call of several states 
and the United Nations for de-
escalation of tensions in the 
region. Recently, UN Secre-
tary-General Antonio Guterres 
underscored that “the world 
cannot afford another war in 
the Gulf.” ■ ❱❱ PAGE 29 2 battalions
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❰❰  1

Soleimani receiving the Order of Zolfaghar from Ali Khamenei.
KHAMENEI.IR, CC BY 4.0
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WAS ONCE young and rest-
less — could very aptly describe 
those years when he was trying 
to figure out what career to pur-
sue. Not necessarily for what 
he could be best at because he 
excels at almost anything, but 
more importantly how best he 
could help his nuclear family.

Newly-installed Consul Gen-
eral Orontes V. Castro of To-
ronto spoke so warmly about 
his siblings and his parents, es-
pecially his father. He informed 
that his father was a World War 
II veteran and continued his 
military service with the Phil-
ippine Constabulary. While 
a native of Batangas, Tarlac, 
and Pangasinan, according to 
him, their family enjoyed the 
privilege of living in the Offi-
cers’ Village of Camp Olivas in 
Pampanga where he was born. 
He had such fond memories of 
Camp Olivas as a closely-knit 
community of soldiers and 
their families. He relates that 
as a child, he would always look 
forward to family activities and 
special events for everyone in 
the village.

But as young as he was 8, 
ConGen Castro’s father retired 
from the service. He was third 
from the brood of 3 boys and 
4 girls. The whole family had 
to leave Camp Olivas, share 
living quarters with maternal 
grandparents, and start a new 
life in Tondo, Manila. Yes, the 
rough and tough Tondo that 
homegrown Pinoys would have 
memories and/or impressions 
of. 

Life is About Good Choices
Tondo might be tough but 

not necessarily rough from the 
point of view of ConGen Ron. 
He and his siblings actually 
survived Tondo. Proverbially, 
we know a place never defines 
a person or the future for that 
person. As the wise are wont 
to say, we all make our choices. 
And ConGen Ron undoubtedly 
made good choices in his life. 

But making those choices 

was not necessarily fast and 
easy for the Consul General. 
Throughout college, ConGen 
was a Sycip, Gorres and Velayo 
(SG) scholar for an accounting 
program under the Bachelor 
of Science degree at the Uni-
versity of the East (UE). In the 
Philippines, SGV is such a well-
respected and prestigious em-
ployer-institution for account-
ing and finance graduates and 
practitioners. But more than 
the prestige, what ConGen Ron 
needed at that time, he said, 
was to maintain the scholarship 
as he could not afford college 
education. 

He burned midnight candles, 
so to speak, to be able to support 
himself via this scholarship and 
other grants. Scholarly though 
he was, “public service” first 
beckoned when he was made 
to run as president of the UE 
Student Council to represent 
the 25,000-strong population 
of accounting and business ma-
jors in the university. To him, 
the challenge of “going public” 
was not necessarily doing the 
work but defying his introvert 
personality. He was naturally 
shy and quiet, he remarked. But 
this he had to overcome to fight 
for significant issues facing the 
studentry, specifically the tu-
ition fee hikes that students 
encountered all the time. The 
student council under his lead-

ership always managed to win 
some cuts in the hikes, he said.

Con Gen graduated cum 
laude from the university in 
1987. Under the SGV scholar-
ship program, 3 were summa 
cum laudes, 10 magna cum 
laudes and 28 of them, cum 
laudes. Despite the 41 scholars 
graduating with honors, they 
still had to take an “entrance” 
exam to be able to get a job at 
SGV. It was like taking another 
board exam for CPAs (certified 
public accountants), he related. 
Sadly, two (2) of the scholars 
did not pass the exam.

In Constant Restless Pursuit
Expectedly, Con Gen proved 

to be a very competent em-
ployee at SGV. Soon, he was 
distinguished with what they 
call an SGV megastar distinc-
tion that culminates to a rank 
promotion. He became Staff-
in Charge of Audit. He worked 
for SGV for 2 years. While em-
ployed, he went through very 
intensive training where at one 
point, he was adjudged an out-
standing performer and was 
being awarded a scholarship 
in the United States. So attrac-
tive though this was, this was 
at a point in time when he had 
decided to resign from SGV and 
pursue a law degree at San Beda 
College. 

He never finished his law 

studies as it was interrupted, 
again, by his restlessness and 
continuing pursuit to better his 
economic situation as a major 
provider in their family. To help 
his family while enrolled as a 
law student, he taught account-
ing as a part-time instructor in 
the Philippine School of Busi-
ness Administration (PSBA). 
The meager income though got 
him worried that he was not 
helping his family enough. So 
restlessly, he was always keep-
ing his eyes open on other op-
portunities.

He almost became an OFW 
when he competed for and 
chose to work as an account-
ing manager in UAE. The lure 
of the bigger money working 
abroad proved attractive until 
somebody spoke to him about 
a similar opening at the then 
Philippine International Trade 
Corporation (PITC), the for-
eign trading arm of the Philip-
pines. As someone close to his 
siblings and parents, he opted 
to work at PITC consider-
ing the pay difference was not 
much to that of UAE post. Thus, 
at age 24, he became a Division 
Chief at this prestigious GOCC 
(government-owned and con-
trolled corporation). All things 
being equal, he would rather 
be close to his family than live 
away from them.

With friends aware of his 
penchant for taking entrance or 
competitive exams and passing 

them, again he was told about 
the Civil Service Commission 
(CSC) conducting a Foreign 
Trade Officers’ Examination. 
He took that exam, passed it 
(the youngest to have made 
that) but failed to make it to the 
final cut. Another door opened 
for him in 1994. A friend from 
University of the Philippines 
(UP) tipped him about the De-
partment of Foreign Affairs’ 
conduct of the Foreign Service 
Exam. 

The Foreign Service Qualifying 
Exam

“I like taking entrance or 
qualifying examinations,” he 
declared. And he would nor-
mally pass. The only parts that 
scared him then were the writ-
ing or the speaking, the essays 
or the oral interviews as he was 
really shy. But it was different 
with the FS exam, he said. The 
desire to pass the whole pro-
cess was strong enough that he 
braved every step. Maybe this 
was what the young and the 
restless finally wanted. 

He related that what re-
ally resonated with him in this 
exam announcement was the 
phrase “If you wish to see the 
world …” Having been a student 
who was so fascinated with his-
tory (actually awarded as histo-
rian in high school), the oppor-
tunity to travel and learn about 

BY BOLET 
AREVALO

CANADIAN TOUR-OF-DUTY

The young and restless comes home, 
stewards “a second home away from home”

❱❱ PAGE 31 The young

SUPPLIED



 20 

www.canadianinquirer.net

Entertainment

Nadine slams Ricky Lo 
amid breakup rumors

JADINE FANS welcomed 2020 
by fighting for their idols, some 
denying the rumor and some 
questioning ‘if forever really 
exists’ when the news of the 
popular reel-to-real loveteam’s 
breakup surfaced. Days later, 
Nadine Lustre finally breaks 
her silence.

The first day of the year was 
expected to be celebrated with 
cheers and hopes of great luck, 
but Jadine fans were shookt 
when Philippine Entertain-
ment Portal (PEP) dropped the 
news that Nadine and James 
Reid broke up because of “ir-
reconcilable differences,” with 
the actress packing her things 
and leaving their shared home

“Hindi lingid sa malalapit na 
kaibigan nina James at Nadine 
ang naganap na hiwalayan, na 
hindi pa inaamin ng dalawa sa 
publiko (The breakup that the 
two did not admit publicly is 
not a secret from James and 
Nadine’s friends),” PEP’s Jojo 
Gabinete reported, along with 
“cryptic” Instagram posts.

The article did not sit well 

with some fans who provided 
‘evidence’ that the two didn’t 
call it quits since they were 
spotted to be together during 
the holiday seasons, even host-
ing an event together.

James and Nadine remained 
mum on the issue but the news 
didn’t die, with Ricky Lo writ-
ing about it in a column in Phil-
ippine Star, claiming that PEP’s 
report “is true, and not fake 
news.”

“Jojo mentioned “irreconcil-
able differences” as the cause 
of the breakup. Was it a case 
of “too much, too soon”…too 
much togetherness and too 
soon to be living together?” the 
columnist wrote.

According to Lo, “it was con-
firmed that Nadine packed up 
and left the Loyola Grand Villas 
(Quezon City) home of James 
that has served as their love 
nest for more than two years, 
and moved to a unit in a posh 
Makati condo.”

“But even if they are now liv-
ing apart, the un-couple is said 
to still see each other,” he add-
ed.

Lo further said that the 
“cracks in the relationship 
were reported” by the end of 
2019 when James left Viva to 

go solo in his career and when 
ABS-CBN announced a project 
pairing him with Momoland’s 
Nancy DcDonie.

“Nadine frowned on James 
being paired with another ac-
tress,” he wrote.

The online version of Lo’s 
column was edited, omitting 
parts where he talked about Na-
dine’s mental health, as well as, 
the death of her brother.

‘Anu na, 2020 na!’
“First off, that was so low.” 

This is how Nadine responded 
through an Instagram story on 
Sunday, January 7, tagging Lo 
and the publication.

“Second, none of what you 
said was true and it is NEVER 
okay to use someone’s mental 
situation/tragic past just to 
prove a point. Mental illness 
is a very sensitive matter,” she 
continued.

Nadine ended her short note 
on the story with, “And last, you 
think you know so much about 
me, you can’t even get my last 
name right. Anu na, 2020 na 
(It’s already 2020!)” – which 
a direct response to Lo’s end-
ing notes, “Come on, Nadine, 
it’s 2020. James is not the only 
“fish” in the sea.” ■

BY BEA KIRSTEIN T. 
MANALAYSAY
Philippine Canadian Inquirer 

NHCP releases 
notice to public after 
video of Bretman 
Rock dancing to PH 
national anthem 
resurfaces online

THE PUBLIC has been warned 
about disrespecting the Philip-
pine National Anthem, after a 
video of Filipino-American in-
ternet sensation Bretman Rock 
dancing to “Lupang Hinirang” 
resurfaced online.

The National 
Historical Com-
mission of the 
P h i l i p p i n e s 
(NHCP) released 
a notice to the 
public on Friday, 
January 3, after 
it received com-
plaints regarding 
“a video upload-
ed on a social 
media platform 
showing a man 
dancing while 
the National An-
them was being 
played.”

The commis-
sion did not men-
tion Rock’s name 
but several online users, over 
the holidays, re-uploaded a por-
tion of Rock’s Instagram stories 
where he lip-synced, danced, 
and then briefly twerked to the 
Philippine national anthem.

“When the National Anthem 
is played…as a sign of respect, 
all persons shall stand at at-
tention…shall execute a salute 
by placing their right palms 
over their chests…[and that] 
the National Anthem shall not 
be played or sung for mere rec-
reation, amusement or enter-
tainment purposes,” the NHCP 
said, citing Republic Act No. 

8491 or the Flag and Heraldic 
Code of the Philippines.

The NHCP said exceptions 
can only be made during the 
following occasions: interna-
tional competitions where the 
Philippines is the host or has 
a representative, national or 
local competitions, and other 
events stated in the provision.

“Dancing to the national an-
them as shown in 
the video above-
m e n t i o n e d , 
therefore consti-
tutes a violation 
of the flag law,” it 
stressed.

Those who 
violated the 
law may face a 
fine amounting 
from P5,000 to 
P20,000 or im-
prisonment of 
not more than a 
year.

“This notice is 
given to the pub-
lic to prevent fu-
ture violations, 
in a similar man-

ner, of the law,” the NHCP said.
The 21-year-old internet star 

has yet to respond to NHCP’s 
notice, but he already apolo-
gized for his actions.

Last December 30, a Twitter 
user posted a screenshot of a 
chat where Rock said he real-
ized that what he did was not 
right and that he deleted the 
video.

Responding to the tweet, 
Rock said. “Thank you so much 
for understanding, I can prom-
ise you it will never happen 
again, I take full responsibility 
and I truly am so sorry.” ■

BY JOANNA BELLE DEALA
Philippine Canadian Inquirer 

Those who 
violated the 
law may face a 
fine amounting 
from P5,000 
to P20,000 or 
imprisonment 
of not more 
than a year.

@NADINE / INSTAGRAM
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Madame Tussauds welcomes Catriona Gray 
as third Filipino wax figure in museum

MISS UNIVERSE 2018 Catri-
ona Gray is revealed to be the 
third Filipino wax figure in Ma-
dame Tussauds Wax Museum, 
following Miss Universe 2015 
Pia Wurtzbach’s wax figure 
which was unveiled in 2018, and 
the recently announced boxing 
icon Manny Pacquiao, set to be 
displayed in the museum this 
year.

The museum announced 
on Monday, January 6, which 
also happened to be Catriona’s 
birthday, that the beauty queen 
is soon to be immortalized as a 
wax figure. Catriona will also 
unveil the figure first in Manila 
before being flown to Singa-
pore, Bangkok, and Hong Kong.

“I am so excited to see the fi-
nal figure and be a part of this 
special event! To unveil the fig-
ure in my home country with my 
fans watching is another dream 
come true,” Catriona said in the 
museum’s statement.

Catriona’s wax figure will be 
wearing a replica of the iconic 
lava gown which was inspired 
from the Mayon Volcano and 
designed by Mak Tumang and 
was worn by the beauty queen 
when she was crowned as Miss 
Universe 2018.

The 26-year-old was also 
seen holding a sample of her 
wax eyeball in her recent Ins-
tagram post, announcing her 
wax figure debut in the world-
famous wax museum. “Stay 
tuned,” she captioned.

“We are constantly bringing 
in more fun to cater to various 
markets and we look forward 

to welcome Catriona. Besides 
her figure, Catriona also filmed 
something special for Madame 
Tussauds” said BoBo Yu, Senior 

Marketing Manager of Madame 
Tussauds Hong Kong.

“The [Philippine] market 
continues to be one of our 

strongest markets and has been 
very important to our attrac-
tions in Asia and we had seen 
an increase of travellers to Ma-
dame Tussauds in Bangkok, 
Hong Kong, and Singapore. 
We believe that by having Ca-
triona’s wax figure, it will defi-
nitely be a huge draw and create 
the platform for her fans to get 
up-close with her in 2020,” Ma-
dame Tussauds Asia Regional 
Manager Susan Ang said in a 
release.

After being unveiled in Ma-
nila, the wax figure will be in 
Singapore “for a limited time” 
before being flown to Bangkok 
and Hong Kong respectively.

The famous wax museum is 
known to display wax figures in 
exact replicas of famed celebri-
ties, fictional characters, and 
well-known personalities from 
all around the world. ■

BY KATHLEEN MAE 
GUERRERO
Philippine Canadian Inquirer 

GMA Network offers all-out 
entertainment with new 
Musical-Comedy-Variety 
Show, All-Out Sundays!
BEGINNING JANUARY 5, Ka-
puso viewers are in for a treat 
this New Year as the brightest 
Kapuso stars gather to bring 
all-out entertainment for the 
whole family on GMA Net-
work’s freshest musical-com-
edy-variety program, All-Out 
Sundays.

Also dubbed as #AOS, All-
Out Sundays redefines Sunday 
afternoon viewing experience 
of Filipino households with 
its world-class musical perfor-
mances, exciting games and live 
sitcom every week that are sure 
to spread good vibes and kilig to 
its viewers.

Even more so, Sunday noon-
time becomes best family 
screen time with All-Out Sun-
days as it brings together some 
of the Network’s versatile and 
best performing artists on 
weekend primetime.

Set to bring all-out excep-
tional performances to your 
Sunday Musikomedya are Al-

den Richards, Julie Anne San 
Jose, Christian Bautista, Aicelle 
Santos, Mark Bautista, Rayver 
Cruz, Ken Chan, Rita Daniela, 
Gabbi Garcia, Derrick Monas-
terio, Miguel Tanfelix, Kyline 
Alcantara, Migo Adecer, Mavy 
Legaspi, Cassy Legaspi and JD 
Domagoso.

Adding fun and excitement 
into the show are Golden Ca-
ñedo, Garrett Bolden, Jong 
Madaliday, The Clash Season 
2 Grand Champion Jeremiah 
Tiangco and First-Runner Up 
Thea Astley and StarStruck 
7 Ultimate Survivors Kim De 
Leon and Shayne Sava.

Spicing up the program with 
their amusing brand of comedy 
are versatile Kapuso stars Paolo 
Contis, Glaiza De Castro, Be-
tong Sumaya, Kakai Bautista, 
Boobay, Super Tekla and Lexi 
Gonzales.

Sundays are about to get 
dreamier as All-Out Sundays 
launches its all-male dance 

group composed of five young 
and talented heartthrobs – 
Vince Crisostomo, Karl Aquino, 
Radson Flores, Abdul Raman 
and Kim De Leon.

All-Out Sundays is under the 
helm of Creative Directors Cae-
sar Cosme and Rommel Gacho, 
Creative Consultants Perry 
Lansigan and Paolo Valenciano, 
Headwriter for Musical Rom-
mel Gacho, Headwriter for 
Sitcom Vince De Jesus, Stage 
Director Rem Zamora and TV 
Director Miguel Tanchanco.

Don’t miss out on the fun 
and excitement and catch the 
premiere of All-Out Sundays 
beginning January 5, 12 noon 
to 2:30pm, on GMA Sunday 
Grande. ■

Viewers from across the globe 
can also watch All-Out Sundays 
via GMA’s flagship internation-
al channel, GMA Pinoy TV. For 
the program guide, visit www.

gmapinoytv.com. 

Siakol guitarist announces 

he is quitting band

DAVAO CITY — Is popular Pi-
noy rock band Siakol headed for 
a breakup?

It appears so when the group’s 
guitarist, Anthony “Miniong” 
Cervantes, announced on Tues-
day that he was quitting the band, 
which has become synonymous 
with the rock scene that domi-
nated the country in the 1990s.

Siakol was known for such 
hits as “Tropa,” “Bakit Pa,” “Ga-
bay,” the 90s youth anthem, 
“Lakas Tama” and many others.

In a Facebook post, Cervantes, 
who has been Siakol guitarist 
since the group’s founding in 
Parañaque in 1994, said he was 
quitting because his bandmates 
are always disagreeing.

“Paalam Siakol… Pahinga na 
muna si Miniong…Salamat sa ak-
ing mga kabanda na hindi magka-
sundo.. At salamat mga Siakolis-
ta! (Goodbye Siakol…Miniong 
is taking a rest…Thanks to my 
bandmates who can’t unite…And 
thanks Siakolista),” Cervantes 
wrote on Facebook. He followed 
this with the hashtags #akonalan-

gangaayaw #signingoff #miniong 
#ayawnyonatalagangmagayos 
#unhealthyna #burnout and 
#bahalanasiakolissiakol.

It has been an open book that 
things were not always rosy at 
Siakol, especially between vo-
calist Noel Palomo and bassist 
Wowie Flores.

In May 2016, Palomo and 
Flores engaged in a fistfight 
while performing at the Club 
Velvet in Davao City.

The fistfight led to the can-
celation of the gig but the fol-
lowing day, the group showed 
up to play in Pampanga.

In a subsequent video post, 
Palomo downplayed the incident, 
saying fistfights are among the 
height of Siakol’s performance.

“What you saw was a product 
of imagination. Because there 
were many of us, the venue be-
came so hot but it’s part of the 
show,” he added.

In comments to his post, fans 
urged Cervantes, who had formed 
another band — Pseudo Red — to 
continue with Siakol, saying the 
tension would soon pass.

Other Siakol members have 
not responded to Cervantes’ 
post as of yet. ■

BY ALLAN NAWAL
Philippine News Agency 

@CATRIONA_GRAY / INSTAGRAM
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QUEZON CITY — The phase-
out of all types of lead-contain-
ing paints in the Philippines is 
an excellent example of a suc-
cessful chemical policy direc-
tive aimed at preventing and 
reducing children’s exposure to 
lead, a highly toxic substance, 
from paints.

The EcoWaste Coalition and 
the Philippine Association of 
Paint Manufacturers (PAPM) 
marked the historic transition 
of the country’s paint and coat-
ing industry to full non-lead 
production effective January 
1, 2020 with the completion of 
the phase-out period for lead-
containing paints used for in-
dustrial applications.

Under the Department of 
Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR) Adminis-
trative Order 2013-24, or the 
Chemical Control Order for 
Lead and Lead Compounds, 
manufacturers of lead-contain-
ing paints for industrial uses 
were directed to phase out such 
paints by December 31, 2019. 
Lead-containing architectur-
al, household and decorative 
paints were phased out at an 
earlier time on December 31, 
2016. Lead paints are paints or 
other similar surface coatings 
containing lead compounds in 
excess of 90 parts per million 
(ppm).

“The conclusion of the 
phase-out period for lead-
added industrial 
paints wraps up 
a positive pro-
cess of replacing 
lead-based ad-
ditives, particu-
larly pigments, 
with non-lead 
raw materials 
for all paint for-
mulations,” said 
Ely Kenneth Ong 
Sue, President, PAPM. ”The 
industry-wide shift to lead-free 
paint manufacturing is a su-
perb way to usher in 2020. It’s 
a milestone made possible by 

unique government, industry 
and civil society collaboration,” 
he added.

For his part, Johnson Ong-
king, Vice-President, Pacific 
Paint (Boysen) Philippines, Inc. 
and former PAPM President, 
said: ”Our fruitful experience in 
the Philippines in eliminating 
lead paints and coatings clear-
ly shows that any developing 
country paint manufacturers 
can create colorful and com-
mercially viable products with-
out poisonous lead-containing 
pigment, drying accelerator or 
rust and corrosion protector. 
Our paint makers have gained 
competitive advantage by com-
plying with the comprehensive 
ban on lead paints and by offer-
ing quality lead-safe products.”

“The complete phase-out of 
lead-containing paints is very 
significant for our children’s 
health and our nation’s future 
as childhood lead exposure can 
cause reduced intellectual de-
velopment, limit educational 
attainment as well as hinder 
socio-economic advancement,” 
noted Eileen Sison, President 
of the EcoWaste Coalition, an 
active member of the Inter-
national Pollutants Elimina-
tion Network (IPEN), which is 
campaigning for a global ban on 
lead paint. “We recognize our 
partners in the public and pri-
vate sectors for this collective 
feat that will redound to a lead-
safe environment, especially 
for young children, pregnant 
women and workers,” she said.

“With the national ban on 
lead-added paints for all prod-
uct lines in effect, we urge paint 
dealers to take old non-compli-
ant paints off the shelves and 

to stock up on lead-safe paints. 
To assure paint consumers that 
a product conforms with the 
maximum 90 ppm total lead 
content limit, we encourage 
more paint companies to par-
ticipate in the third-party Lead 

Safe Paint® cer-
tification pro-
gram,” said Jeiel 
Guarino, Global 
Lead Paint Elim-
ination Cam-
paigner, IPEN.

The DENR, 
PAPM, Pacific 
Paint (Boysen) 
Philippines, Inc., 
EcoWaste Coali-

tion and IPEN are partners of 
the Global Alliance to Eliminate 
Lead Paint (a voluntary partner-
ship formed by the UN Environ-
ment and the World Health Or-

ganization) whose overall goal is 
“to prevent children’s exposure 
to lead from paints and to mini-
mize occupational exposures to 
lead paint.”

According to the UN Envi-
ronment, “lead is a multisystem 
toxicant for which no safe level 
of exposure has been identi-
fied.”

“Lead exposure can cause 
chronic and debilitating health 
impacts in all age groups, but 
it is particularly harmful to 
young children. This is because 
their developing nervous sys-
tems can be damaged by lead, 
resulting in reduced cognitive 
abilities, poor educational at-
tainment, attention deficit dis-
order and anti-social behavior. 
In adults, lead exposure can 
cause hypertension, renal im-
pairment and damage to the re-

productive organs,” the agency 
said.

To promote the mandatory 
use of lead-safe paints in the 
Philippines, national and local 
authorities, including the De-
partment of Interior and Local 
Government, Department of 
Education, Department of So-
cial Welfare and Development 
and the Quezon City Govern-
ment, have adopted policies in 
support of DENR AO 2013-24.

Recognizing there is still 
much work to be done, the 
EcoWaste Coalition and the 
PAPM last year wrote to the 
Environmental Management 
Bureau proposing for a review 
of how DENR AO 2013-24 is 
implemented in order to iden-
tify successes, determine gaps, 
and pinpoint further steps to 
improve its implementation. ■

Lead exposure can cause chronic and 
debilitating health impacts in all age 
groups, but it is particularly harmful to 
young children. 

ECOWASTE COALITION

Philippines successfully completes phase-out 
of all lead-containing paints
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Kai-Anya Food, Inc. to 

commercialize RTE Arroz Caldo

A NEW idea to diversify product line 
is brewing as one inspired technology 
taker visited the lndustrial Technology 
Development Institute (DOST-ITDI) on 
December 5, 2019.

ITDI-Technological Services Division 
Chief Nelia Elisa C. Florendo met with 
Milagros G. Bagaporo, Plant Manager of 
Kai-Anya Food, Inc. and discussed plans 
to pursue several product development 
plans on RTE Arroz Caldo. 

A licensed producer of ITDI since 
2015, their new plans include product 
improvement/ reformulation, packag-
ing system and design integration, pro-
duction expansion, and market posi-
tioning through Halal certification. The 
possibility of making the product visible 
in supermarkets is also being eyed.

Bagaporo with her Q&A Supervisor 
Marvin N. Malasa expressed eagerness 
and interest to market a more palat-
able and nutritious RTE Arroz Caldo 

and now seeks the assistance of ITDI’s 
Packaging Technology and Technologi-
cal Services Divisions.

They are also aiming to increase vol-
ume of production. To do this, Kai Anya 
is currently building a new facility. Fur-
ther, a newly approved financial assis-
tance from DOST’s Small Enterprises 
Technology Upgrading Program (SET-
UP) has enabled it to acquire a water re-
tort, a new addition to their line of pro-
duction equipment. Presently, product 
packaging is done through a private toll 
packing facility.

Packed in stand-up retort pouches, 
RTE Arroz Caldo is handy and can be 
eaten without water or drinkables, and 
is good for consumption for one year.

Currently this product is produced 
and sold by Kai-Anya Food, Inc. to 
DSWD which distributes it as emergen-
cy relief goods for victims of disasters/
calamaties in the country. ■

Ilocos needs more tourist guides

LAOAG CITY — With the influx of for-
eign tourists visiting Ilocos Norte, travel 
operators said they are in need of more 
tour guides to assist guests and make 
their stay memorable in the province.

Angel Lao, former president of the Ilo-
cos Norte Travel and Tours Association 
and owner of the Travel Ilocandia, said 
Tuesday residents who are still looking 
for employment may consider attending 
a short course on tour guiding seminar 
to join the growing tourism industry in 
the region.

As a ground handler of shore excur-
sions in this northern part of Luzon, Lao 
said tour guiding is an exciting job with 
a good pay.

“We are looking for more tour guides 
as we expect more tourists to visit our 
province this year,” she said as she ob-
served a shortage of tour guides when-
ever there are cruise ships that simulta-
neously dock at the Currimao seaport in 
Ilocos Norte and at the Salomague port 
in neighboring Cabugao, Ilocos Sur.

To date, the Department of Tourism 
records show there are at least 28 ac-
credited tour guides in Ilocos Norte and 
most of them are active. There are 10 
in Ilocos Sur, La Union, 68 and Pangas-
inan, 63. Almost 50 percent of the tour 
guides in La Union and Pangasinan how-
ever are inactive.

Last January 6, buses of foreign guests 
arrived in downtown Laoag as they vis-

ited various historical landmarks here.
They were ferried by M/S The World, 

a residential yacht carrying 141 passen-
gers which made it maiden call at the 
Currimao seaport while the M/V Royal 
Caribbean also made its comeback at 
the Salomague Port in Cabugao, Ilocos 
Sur.

The tourism department said more 
cruise ships are expected to hold ocu-
lar inspection at the Currimao seaport 
while the port is being improved for 
public safety.

“We are expecting more dockings in 
the future as the Department of Tour-

ism and the national government has 
pledged their support in developing our 
ports and making Ilocos Norte one of 
the main cruise ports in the country,” 
said Xavier Ruiz, provincial tourism 
operations officer II of the Ilocos Norte 
Tourism Office.

With the pilot arrival of Superstar 
Virgo at the Currimao seaport in 2017, 
Ilocos Norte welcomed a steady stream 
of international cruise ships which 
prompted the sustainable development 
of tourist attractions, local livelihoods, 
and employment opportunities. ■

BY LEILANIE ADRIANO 
Philippine News Agency 
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La Trinidad’s 
Highland is PH’s 2019 
top boxing promoter

BAGUIO CITY  — Highland 
Boxing Promotions based in 
La Trinidad, Benguet has been 
named by BoxRec as the Philip-
pines’ top promoter of profes-
sional boxing for the year 2019.

In BoxRec’s top 12 list of box-
ing promoters in the country, 
Highland owner Brico Santig 
came on top with 12 promo-
tions and produced 17 titles, 
besting well-known promoters 
like the Elordes and Aldequer.

The closest 
promoter that 
could match 
Santig’s record 
is Jim Claude 
Manangquil who 
came up with 10 
promotions this 
year including 
six titles.

Gabriel Elorde 
Jr., on the other 
hand, had five 
promotions with 
eight titles, while 
Johnny Elorde 
came up with 
four promotions 
and producing 
two titles.

Michael Ald-
equer had four 
promotions this year, while for-
mer world champion Gerry Pe-
ñalosa had five promotions the 
past year of which two are title 
fights.

Santig’s young partner Dar-
win Miller Dep-ay had four pro-
motions to his credit. The two 
staged the successful Knock 
Out at the Manila Arena in Dec. 
21 last year where Carl Jammes 
Martin took the Philippine 
Boxing Federation bantam-
weight title via an impressive 
win against Philip Luis Cuerdo.

Martin’s third-round knock-
out win over Cuerdo was his 
12th stoppage, improving the 
young Ifugao fighter’s record to 

13-0 (win-loss).
The 20-year-old Martin 

from Hingyon town, Ifugao al-
lowed only one opponent to 
go the whole nine yards, Jason 
Buenaobra, whom he beat via 
unanimous decision in April 19, 
2017 to win the Luzon Profes-
sional Boxing Association ban-
tamweight title.

Santig also maintains a box-
ing gym in Manila as well as in 
Bangkok, Thailand where he 
stays with his family.

Three of his wards  — kick-
boxers Jomar Balangui, Renz 
Daquel and Karol Maguide  — 

won medals in 
the recent 30th 
Southeast Asian 
Games.

Santig, as well 
as his Highland 
Boxing Promo-
tions, was named 
the Boxing Pro-
moter of the Year 
by the Kafag-
way/Kordillera 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Sports Luminary 
Awards Podium 
during the year-
end awards on 
Dec. 30, 2019.

Martin was 
also named the 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
boxer of the year 

while his father Abel Sr. was the 
trainer of the year.

Santig is expected to come 
home this February to help run 
the Baguio Benguet Education-
al Athletic League boxing event.

Also cited by BoxRec are Juan 
Monis (three promotions), Pio 
Castillo (three promotions, four 
titles), Joseph Quibral (three 
promotions), Edgar Ricafort, 
Gerry Balmes and Raudes Neri 
with three promotions each.

Rounding up the top 12 list is 
Joven Jimenez with two pro-
motions.

BoxRec is a website that is 
dedicated to holding updated 
professional boxing records. ■

BY PIGEON LOBIEN  
Philippine News Agency 
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Bushfire smoke threatens 
Australian Open in Melbourne

SYDNEY  — Dense bushfire 
smoke is threatening the start 
of the Australian Open with a 
potentially hazardous fog lin-
gering over Melbourne less 
than a fortnight before the 
competition begins.

On Monday afternoon, the 
city’s air quality was downgrad-
ed from ‘very poor’ to ‘hazard-
ous’, prompting health warn-
ings from authorities.

The smoke comes from 
widespread fires which con-
tinue to rage in Victoria’s East 
Gippsland region.

World No. 2 and seven-time 
Australian Open champion 
Novak Djokovic expressed his 
concerns about the air quality 
in Melbourne, saying that play-
ers and officials would meet to 
discuss a possible delayed start 
to the tournament.

However, Tennis Austra-
lia chief executive Craig Tiley 
responded by saying that he 
is confident the event will go 
ahead as planned.

“We have committed sub-
stantial extra resources to anal-
ysis, monitoring and logistics 
to ensure the health and safety 
of all players, staff, and fans 
throughout the summer and 
have no other plans to move 
events,” Tiley said.

Women’s world No. 1 
Ashleigh Barty said there were 

bigger issues than the delaying 
of the tournament by a couple 
of days, and that health and 
safety would have to come first.

“First and foremost, the rea-
son that there is smoke in the 
air is what’s most devastating 
at the moment for our country,” 
the Australian said.

“It’s just a really tough time. 
Tennis is a sport, it’s a game that 
we play, and there are certainly 
a lot of bigger things going on 
in Australia right now that we 
need to take care of.”

As a show of support for those 
affected by the fires, a special 
‘Rally for Relief’ event will be 
held ahead of the Australian 
Open, with many of the world’s 
top players committing to char-
ity matches.

The matches are part of a 
larger initiative known as the 
‘Aces for Bushfire Relief,’ which 
will see 100 Australian dollars 
(USD69) donated for every ace 
served at tournaments across the 
country this summer, including 
at the Australian Open ■. 
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Derrick Pumaren returns as La Salle coach

MANILA  — Derrick Pumaren 
has returned to the La Salle 
bench after being named the 
team’s new coach for the up-
coming University Athletic 
Association of the Philippines 
(UAAP) season.

The Green Archers an-
nounced on Tuesday that 
Pumaren will take over the 
spot vacated by Gian Nazario as 
their chief tactician.

Nazario, however, will re-
main with Pumaren’s coaching 
staff as an assistant coach.

Pumaren first coached La 
Salle from 1986-1991, winning 
back-to-back titles in 1989 and 
1990.

He recently coached the Uni-
versity of the East, his alma 
mater, in the UAAP from 2014-
2017.

Pumaren is expected to make 
his second debut as the Green 
Archers’ coach in the PBA D-
League, where they are con-
firmed to be participating in the 
upcoming Aspirants Cup. ■

BY IVAN STEWART 
SALDAJENO  
Philippine News Agency 
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Gilas Cadets could make up core of PH lineup for FIBA AC

MANILA  — The Samahang 
Basketbol ng Pilipinas (SBP) 
is likely to bring in the new 
Gilas Cadets to beef up the 
Gilas Men lineup for the first 
window of the FIBA Asia Cup 
Qualifiers.

SBP president Al Panlilio sees 
this as an opportunity to begin 
their buildup for the 2023 FIBA 
World Cup, which the Philip-

pines will co-host with Indone-
sia and Japan.

“We actually wanted to start 
the program na (already),” Pan-
lilio said on Saturday about the 
Gilas Cadets.

Last month, the SBP named 
Isaac Go, Rey Suerte, Allyn Bu-
lanadi, and Matt and Mike Nie-
to to the Gilas Cadets, while just 
as the new year began, Thirdy 
Ravena and Jaydee Tungcab 
were added to the pool.

Should the plan push 
through, the said players will 
be joined by veterans from the 

Philippine Basketball Associa-
tion, which has been lending its 
players to Gilas Men since the 
program was established last 
decade.

However, Panlilio also sees 
the “hybrid” setup of the Gilas 
Men roster as an opportunity 
for the league to recalibrate its 
season schedule after the past 
two seasons saw the league set-
ting a week or two off to make 
way for either the FIBA World 
Cup or the Southeast Asian 
Games.

“This is our way of building 

up the PBA and at the same 
time, Gilas,” the concurrent 
representative of Meralco to 
the PBA board said.

He said: “From a Meralco 
governor position in the PBA 
board, nakita ko yung disrup-
tion na nangyari sa PBA (I saw 
the disruption that happened in 
the PBA)--the sacrifice the PBA 
has to do to adjust to the World 
Cup and the SEA Games sched-
ules. Ngayon lang kayo nakaki-
ta ng (This is the first time that 
I saw in the) third conference 
finals na (in) January the other 

year. Nai-impact din talaga ang 
PBA (There is indeed an impact 
on the PBA).”

The ongoing 44th season, 
which started on Jan. 13 last 
year, could only end as soon 
as Jan. 15 assuming either the 
Bolts or Barangay Ginebra 
sweep the best-of-seven finals, 
meaning the season, including 
all the breaks due to the Gilas 
Men competitions, will run for 
368 calendar days or even more 
depending on how the series, 
which will start on Tuesday, 
will go. ■

BY IVAN STEWART 
SALDAJENO  
Philippine News Agency 

Tokyo 2020 unveils 
20 official Olympic, 
Paralympic posters

TOKYO  — Organizers of the 
2020 Tokyo Olympics and Para-
lympics on Monday unveiled 20 
official art posters, two of which 
feature calligraphy of Chinese 
characters.

Twelve posters are based 
on the theme of the Olympic 
Games and eight on the Para-
lympics. They will be displayed 
to the public at Tokyo’s Mu-
seum of Contemporary Art on 
Tuesday and the exhibition will 
run until February 16.

Asao Tokolo, who designed 
the Tokyo 2020 emblems, has 
provided one poster for each 
of the Olympic and Paralympic 
games.

The two Chinese characters 
are “Xiang,” which means “fly 

high” by 34-year-old Shoko 
Kanazawa, and “Kai,” which 
means “open” by 49-year-old 
Koji Kakinuma.

“This work was produced in 
the hope that the commitment 
and enthusiasm of athletes, as 
well as everybody supporting the 
Olympic Games, will soar high 
above Tokyo to reach people the 
world over,” said Kanazawa.

Kakinuma, who was a guest 
calligrapher at Princeton Uni-
versity in the United States 
from 2006 to 2007, said he 
chose “Kai” out of tens of thou-
sands of Chinese characters.

“Your entire body and soul 
open completely toward the 
universe,” he said. “That is what 
I call an explosion.”

The posters will also be dis-
played across the city with 
the aim of promoting both the 
Olympics and Paralympics. ■
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Former NBA commissioner 
David Stern dies at 77

ANKARA  — Former NBA Com-
missioner David Stern, who 
retired in 2014 after 30 years, 
has died, the league announced 
Wednesday evening.

Stern suffered a brain hemor-
rhage on Dec. 12 and underwent 
emergency surgery. He passed 
away with his wife, Dianne, and 
their family at his bedside, the 
NBA said on its official website.

“David Stern  — the Hall of 
Fame ex-NBA Commissioner  
— has died at 77 years old. He 
oversaw tremendous growth in 
his 30 years as 
commissioner, 
retiring in 2014,” 
said ESPN’s NBA 
insider Adrian 
Wojnarowski on 
Twitter.

The NBA 
has seen great 
growth under 
Stern’s management, minimiz-
ing drugs and violence prob-
lems to become a global sport 
led by phenomenal players 
such as Michael Jordan, Larry 
Bird, Magic Johnson, Shaquille 
O’Neal, Kobe Bryant, and LeB-
ron James.

NBA Commissioner Adam 
Silver issued a statement fol-
lowing Stern’s death:

“For 22 years, I had a court-
side seat to watch David in ac-
tion. He was a mentor and one 
of my dearest friends. We spent 
countless hours in the office, at 
arenas, and on planes wherever 

the game would take us. Like 
every NBA legend, David had 
extraordinary talents, but with 
him, it was always about the fun-
damentals  — preparation, at-
tention to detail, and hard work.

“David took over the NBA 
in 1984 with the league at a 
crossroads. But over 30 years 
as Commissioner, he ushered 
in the modern global NBA. 
He launched groundbreaking 
media and marketing partner-
ships, digital assets and social 
responsibility programs that 
have brought the game to bil-
lions of people around the 
world. Because of David, the 
NBA is a truly global brand  — 

making him not only one of the 
greatest sports commissioners 
of all time but also one of the 
most influential business lead-
ers of his generation.

“Every member of the NBA 
family is the beneficiary of Da-
vid’s vision, generosity, and 
inspiration. Our deepest con-
dolences go out to David’s wife, 
Dianne, their sons, Andrew and 
Eric, and their extended family, 
and we share our grief with ev-
eryone whose life was touched 
by him.”

NBA legends also shared 
their thoughts on Stern’s pass-

ing.
Magic Johnson wrote: “David 

Stern was such a history maker. 
When I announced in 1991 I 
had HIV, people thought they 
could get the virus from shak-
ing my hand. When David al-
lowed me to play in the 1992 All 
Star Game in Orlando and then 
play for the Olympic Dream 
Team, we were able to change 
the world.”

Michael Jordan, as per NBA 
insider Shams Charania sourc-
ing The Athletic, issued a state-
ment as well.

“Without David Stern, the 
NBA would not be what it is 
today. He guided the league 

through turbu-
lent times and 
grew the league 
into an interna-
tional phenome-
non, creating op-
portunities that 
few could have 
imagined before. 
His vision and 

leadership provided me with 
a global stage that allowed me 
to succeed. David had a deep 
love for the game of basketball 
and demanded excellence from 
those around him  — and I ad-
mired him for that. I wouldn’t 
be where I am without him. I 
offer my deepest sympathies to 
Dianne and his family.”

Kobe Bryant also said: “The 
game changed in so many ways 
under David Stern’s leadership 
and vision. He demanded the 
best of everyone because he 
gave it himself. #Respect Thank 
you, Commissioner. RIP.” ■

But over 30 years as Commissioner, he 
ushered in the modern global NBA.
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We're delighted to unveil our #Tokyo2020 Official Art Posters!
TOKYO 2020 / FACEBOOK
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made a dent in the 
drug menace despite a 
relentless war on the 

rampant narcotics trade.
The Vice President, in her 

assessment contained in her 
report summing up her 18-day 
stint at ICAD, said only 1 per-
cent of the estimated consump-
tion of illegal drugs had been 
seized since Duterte’s anti-nar-
cotics campaign was launched 
in 2016.

Duterte merely brushed 
aside Robredo’s findings, say-
ing he would not listen to the 
latter.

Presidential Spokesperson 
Salvador Panelo on Monday 
merely dismissed Robredo’s 
findings on the drug war as a 
“dud.”

On Dec. 12, 2019, Philippine 
Drug Enforcement Agency Di-
rector General and ICAD chair 
Aaron Aquino said Robredo did 

not see the “total picture” of the 
drug problem in the country 
during her short stint as drug 
czar.

Aquino also noted that 
Robredo had “refused to be 
briefed” on the roster of high-
value targets and on the admin-
istration’s accomplishments to 
fight illegal drugs because her 
scope of authority at the time 
she was appointed as ICAD co-
chair remained unclear. ■

PRRD hits...
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Inflation rises to 2.5% 
in December, 2019 
average within target

MANILA — Increases in prices 
of food and non-alcoholic bev-
erages and transport further 
accelerated the country’s head-
line inflation to 2.5 percent in 
December, bringing the full-
year figure to 2.5 percent.

Last year’s inflation settled 
within the government’s target 
of 2 to 4 percent for 2019.

In a press briefing Tuesday, 
Philippine Statistics Author-
ity’s (PSA) Deputy National 
Statistician Rosalinda Bautista 
attributed the upward trend 
in December 2019 mainly to 
increment recorded in the 
heavily-weighted food and non-
alcoholic beverages index, par-
ticularly fish, vegetables, and 
meat.

Bautista said the supply of 
vegetables was affected by the 
onslaught of Typhoons Tisoy 
and Ursula, while rice prices 
have been decreasing for eight 
months until last month.

“It’s because of the effect of 

the weight of food in the (con-
sumer price index) basket. If 
we look at the weight of food, 
it is 38.34 percent, whereas 
transport is 8.06 percent. If you 
look at specifically petroleum, 
its weight is 2.02 percent,” she 
said.

The increment in transport 
index and alcoholic beverages 
and tobacco also pushed up the 
overall inflation in December, 
she added.

Bautista said a slower annual 
mark-up was noted in health 
index, while other five com-
modity groups retained their 
rates — clothing and footwear, 
communication, recreation 
and culture, education, and 
restaurant and miscellaneous 
goods and services.

Inflation rose further in the 
National Capital Region and 
areas outside the National 
Capital Region last month, she 
said.

Bautista said Bicol Region 
recorded the highest inflation 
among the regions, attributing 
the higher food prices to the 
impact of Typhoon Tisoy. ■

BY LESLIE GATPOLINTAN
Philippine News Agency 

DA sets higher rice 
production goal for 2020

MANILA — The Department 
of Agriculture (DA) is targeting 
to produce 19.6 million metric 
tons (MMT) of palay (unhusked 
rice) in 2020.

According to a statement on 
Tuesday, Agriculture Secretary 
William Dar said the project-
ed palay harvest for this year 
would be 3 percent more than 
the estimated 2019 palay out-
put of 19 MMT.

Dar attributed the poten-
tial increase in output to the 
initial benefits of the govern-
ment’s Rice Competitiveness 
Enhancement Fund (RCEF) 
program.

“We aim to harvest 19.6 mil-
lion metric tons of palay, net of 
damage due to adverse weather 
conditions,” Dar said.

“We expect that initial ben-
efits of interventions under the 
PHP10-billion RCEF program, 
particularly on inbred rice 
seeds given free to farmers, will 
be realized during the dry and 
main season crops starting this 
year,” he added.

According to the DA-Philip-
pine Rice Research Institute 
(DA-PhilRice), inbred certified 
palay seeds produce an aver-
age of 4.54 MT/hectare (ha) as 
compared to farmers home-
saved seeds’ yield of 3.50 MT/
ha and traditional seeds’ yield 

of 2.13 MT/ha.
“Hence, with RCEF seed in-

tervention, we would generate 
an incremental yield of at least 
one MMT, as we will provide 
farmers nationwide, tilling a to-
tal of one million hectares, free 
certified palay seeds,” he said.

In October last year, the DA-
PhilRice started distributing 
certified palay seeds for the 
dry-season planting in 947 rice-
producing towns and cities in 
57 provinces.

Under RCEF, PHP3 billion is 
set aside each year for certified 
seeds up to 2024, where farm-
ers will receive 40 kilograms 
per hectare of certified rice 
seed varieties for every plant-
ing season.

The DA chief also noted that 

the adoption of modern tech-
nologies, mechanized land 
preparation, crop establish-
ment, and harvesting could 
help farmers attain an incre-
mental yield of another one 
MMT of palay per hectare.

Also under RCEF, the DA-
Philippine Center for Posthar-
vest Development and Mecha-
nization (DA-PHilMech) will 
distribute PHP5-billion worth 
of farm machines and equip-
ment to qualified farmers’ co-
operatives and associations, 
and local government units.

PhilMech research shows 
that mechanizing rice farming 
operations can reduce total pa-
lay production cost by PHP4/
kg from the current average of 
PHP12/kg.  ■

BY FILANE MIKEE 
CERVANTES
Philippine News Agency 
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Filipinos free to file raps 
vs. water firms: Duterte

MANILA — President Rodrigo 
Duterte said he would not stop 
any Filipino from filing raps 
against Maynilad and Manila 
Water over the alleged “oner-
ous” provisions in its conces-
sion agreements with the gov-
ernment.

“Well, I cannot stop anyone, 
especially a Filipino and a con-
sumer of water, to file any case 
to what — damages or anything. 
That’s the worry of the conces-
sionaires. It’s not my worry ac-
tually,” Duterte said in a media 
interview at Malacañan Palace 
on Tuesday.

He said he would leave it to 
government officials or even 
the public to decide whether or 
not they wanted to run after the 
water concessionaires.

Duterte has repeatedly 
slammed the water conces-
sionaires for treating water as a 
“commodity” and not as a natu-
ral resource.

He was angered by the fact 
that they made consumers 
shoulder the corporate income 
tax.

At present, parts of Metro 
Manila continue to experience 
water interruptions.

In a press briefing on Tues-
day, Presidential Spokesper-
son Salvador Panelo bared that 
Duterte is giving the water con-
cessionaires the option of ac-
cepting the new contracts with-
out any guarantee of not being 
criminally prosecuted.

However, if the two water 
firms refuse to accept the new 
agreements, the President will 
order the cancelation of their 
present water contracts.

No rush
Duterte said he would not 

rush Maynilad and Manila Wa-

ter into deciding whether they 
want to accept the new water 
concession agreements being 
prepared by the government 
which no longer has the alleged 
“onerous” provisions found in 
the existing deals.

He noted that as soon as the 
water firms are given copies 
of the new water concession 
agreements, they may take 
their time in agreeing to them 
or rejecting them.

“I am not hurrying them up,” 
Duterte said.

He also clarified that the new 
water contracts are not final-
ized yet and remain as “drafts.”

“I’m sure that one of the — 
one or two of the Cabinet, I can-
not mention their names, are 
working at it,” Duterte said.

Duterte earlier asked So-
licitor General Jose Calida and 
Justice Secretary Menardo 
Guevarra to prepare new water 
contracts that would be “favor-
able” to the government and 
the people.

The President said he could 
either nationalize water servic-
es or file plunder or estafa raps 
against them.

“I am proposing a new con-

tract. You accept it. And if it’s 
to your liking, sign it. If you 
don’t, then there is no water, I 
will order the military to take 
over and I will nationalize the 
water, issue, and then I will file 
the corresponding charges,” 
Duterte said.

‘Not paying for anything’
Duterte also reiterated his 

refusal to heed the order of the 
Singapore arbitration court to 
pay Maynilad about PHP3.6 
billion in damages for the com-
pany’s losses over the refusal to 
implement tariff adjustment 
for 2013 to 2017.

He also refused to pay PHP7.4 
billion to Manila Water as com-
pensation for losses and dam-
ages from delayed water rate 
increases since 2015.

“I am not paying anything. 
Forget the distributors, forget 
about that PHP7-billion arbi-
tral award. I am not going to 
pay anything, not a single cent,” 
Duterte said.

Although initially open to 
seeking a dialogue with owners 
of the water concessionaires, 
Panelo said Duterte may no 
longer find it necessary. ■

BY AZER PARROCHA
Philippine News Agency 

MANILA — President Rodrigo 
Duterte on Tuesday pledged to 
push for reforms that will help 
boost the capability and compe-
tency of scientists in the country.

Duterte made the vow after 
conferring the rank and title of 
National Scientist on Dr. Emil 
Javier, an agriculture expert.

“As we bestow this honor on 
Dr. Javier, we reaffirm the criti-
cal role of science and technol-
ogy in the development of our 
country,” the President said in 
a keynote speech delivered at 
Malacañan Palace.

“Be assured that my adminis-
tration will continue to pursue 
programs and initiatives that 
will further enable, empower 
and harness the potential of the 
scientific community to steer 
our nation towards greater 
progress,” he added.

Through Proclamation 789 
inked by Duterte on Aug. 2, 2019, 
Javier has been named as the 
country’s National Scientist.

Proclamation 789 acknowl-
edges Javier’s work in the field 
of agriculture by spearheading 
the Institute of Plant Breeding 
that popularized high-yielding 
crops and disease-resistant va-
rieties in the country and Asia.

The presidential proclama-
tion notes that Javier’s service 
“evinces his outstanding con-
tributions to the progress of 
science and technology in the 
Philippines and the world.”

Javier said that while he ac-
cepted the honor with “great 
joy,” he also felt “some pain and 
embarrassment” because the 
country has failed to fully de-
velop the agriculture sector.

“Clearly, collectively, includ-
ing myself, we have not done 
enough to help our farmers and 
fisherfolk. For far too long, we 
have not invested enough and 
allowed agriculture to stag-
nate,” he said in his speech.

“We can do much better if 
only we can put our act togeth-
er,” he added.

Duterte said the entire nation 
was grateful to Javier’s “prom-
ising contribution to the scien-
tific community, specifically in 
tropical agricultural research 
and crop production.

The President also recognized 
that Javier’s work spurred many 
applications in agronomy, plant 
breeding, seed production and 
management of tropical grasses 
and legumes, among others.

“Dr. Javier, your dedication 
to advance the frontiers of sci-
ence and knowledge for the 
common good has played a sig-
nificant role in alleviating pov-
erty,” he said.

“Moreover, you have pro-
moted sound agricultural poli-
cies and programs, massive 
utilization of climate and envi-
ronment-friendly agricultural 
innovations, and improved gov-
ernance and management sys-
tems to help improve the pro-
ductivity of Filipino farmers 
and fisherfolk,” Duterte added.

The President hoped that 
Javier’s perseverance, curios-
ity, and commitment would in-
spire Filipinos to emulate the 
national scientist’s innovative-
ness in the science and other 
serious studies of environment.

“It is my hope that his success 
will encourage more Filipino 
scientists across the nation to 
carry on with their work and 
help achieve a sustainable and 
inclusive future for every Fili-
pino,” he said. ■

BY RUTH ABBEY GITA-
CARLOS
Philippine News Agency 

Duterte vows 
continued help 
for PH scientists
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C A N A D A

FOR SALE
HIMLAYANG PILIPINO MEMORIAL LOTS

TANDANG SORA – QUEZON CITY -  PHILIPPINES

4 MEMORIAL FAMILY LOTS - Php555,000
GOOD FOR 8 INTERMENTS PLUS 2 ABOVE GROUND

TOTAL OF 10 INTERMENTS

CERTIFICATE OF OWNERSHIP AVAILABLE

FOR MORE INFO CALL/TEXT – 647 625 9845

SecuredGroup
securedsecurity.com

CHRISTMAS SIGNING BONUS!!!
Do you have:

Please email your resume to 
info@securedsecuirty.com or fax 604-239-0251

In Return we o�er...

Cleaning, sweeping and moping experience (Outside Retail)
Experience in using a power washer & leaf blower 

Enjoy Working Outdoors 
Good time management skills and can work unsupervised

Have your own transportation

Competitive Pay Rates
Pay Via Direct Deposit

O�er Dental & Health Bene�ts after successful probationary periods

Electronic Technicians Needed

Experience in Low Voltage
Electrical System

installation and Servicing
Computers with Networking

Email resume to suda@alarmboss.com
Call 416-432-1902

TIN TIN DIM SUM

(403) 253-7742

6455 Macleod Trail SW, Unit 192A, Calgary, AB T2H 0K9
(Located inside Chinook Mall)

Proudly serving fresh 
and not frozen dim sum all day

Iron Platter Style (with rice & veg in soup)
Tonkatsu Combo (Chicken or Pork)
Spicy Ramen Pot

$10.99 only

Spectrum Health Care is Hiring 
Personal Support Workers

who want more!

Learn more at www.spectrumhealthcare.com

 More hours
Benefits plus pension
$500 Signing Bonus



www.canadianinquirer.net

FRIDAY   JANUARY 10, 2020  29 

T&T Celebrates the Year of the Rat with You 
Spring Festival is one of the most 

important festivals in the Chinese 
culture.  Not only does it represent the 
start of a new year, it is also a time when 
the whole family have dinner together.  
During the Chinese New Year, people 
will pay visits to friends and relatives 
especially long time no see ones, they 
will give blessings to each other, enjoy 
rice cakes and Chinese tea together.  The 
married ones will give red packets to the 
unmarried ones especially the younger 
generation as a form of blessing.  T&T 
Supermarket has carefully selected a 
wide range of merchandises from all 
over the world. A great selection of 
Chinese New Year products, gift boxes, 
festive food and pastries are also in stock 
for you to fully celebrate this wonderful 
time of the year.
 
Delicious Exquisite Dishes
Chinese New Year is the most important 

Chinese holiday celebrated with family 
and friends with exquisite food. T&T 
Kitchen R&D team carefully designed 
for you a variety of delicacies. Enjoy the 
event! 
Taiwanese Deluxe Buddha Temptations 

- This traditional Taiwanese cosine 
consists of ingredients popularized in 
Taiwan and Fuzhou such as abalones, 
Japanese scallop, dried squids, pork 
knuckles, quail eggs, ribs, pork stomach, 
chestnut, yam and fried garlic. They 
were simmered in a chicken broth for 

16 hours, and the irresistible aroma 
will cause a Buddhist monk to give up 
his prayer session and jump over the 
temple wall to go and grab a bite of 
this tremendous festival dish. Enjoy the 
festive banquet! 
   
Chinese and Western Pastries
Last year’s highly popular Coconut 

cheese cake is available this year again, 
we have also added mango and durian 
flavour as well.  As for Chinese New 
Year rice cakes, aside from traditional 
steamed rice cakes, we have also got 
freshly baked roasted rice cakes.  For 
specialty rice cake, we have Ingot-
shaped and Fish-shaped rice cakes. We 
have also set up a Chinese New Year 
Candy Mix & Match section where you 
can choose the candy you like. 

T&T Brand • Authentic Asian Taste 
Reunion meal is of course to eat the 

most familiar home flavor, and the 
secret of making reunion meal is in the 
use of authentic ingredients. To follow 
this concept, no matter it is groceries, 
ingredients, hometown flavour snacks, 
to search for the best origin, adhere to 
the production of your most miss the 
hometown taste. T&T brand dumplings 
series - no preservatives added, salt-free 
mixed nuts - cholesterol-free, red date 
series - the best origin for the products. 
T&T Brand is the first choice for reunion 
dinner shopping.

Fabulous Gifts for Family and Friends
Paying visit to friends and relatives 

during the Chinese New Year symbolizes 
a good blessing.  It would be more 
meaningful for bringing a gift that 
represent good wishes.  T&T has 
hundreds of gift sets imported world-
wide.  To name a few, Pineapple pastries 
are shipped by air from Taiwan’s famous 
pastry specialist of Chia Te, it's worth 
your time shopping for a taste. Don’t 
miss it!  Varieties of pastries are also 
available from Dao Xiang Cun, a Chinese 
pastry brand with over a hundred years’ 
history. On top of that, DS&H Dried 
Mushrooms and Fungi, Oriental Best 
Assorted Treasure Soup, Abalone with 
Fish Tripe Soup. They are all perfect 
festive gifts when visiting Chinese 
families.

Festive Decoration
Every Chinese family will decorate 

their homes during the Chinese New 
Year.  T&T has showcased hundreds 
of decoration choices, from hanging 
decorations, paper couplets, door 
stickers, red packets, spring Festival 
decoration, characteristic dolls. There 
must be a right one to choose from.

Beauty Products
The most enjoyable activity during 

Chinese New Year is to visit friends and 
relatives, it is important for all ladies to 
show their best look. T&T Be Beauty 
has a variety of popular limited edition 

of Japanese and Korean cosmetic 
products, such as Ryoe Hair Care Value 
Set, SKII Facial Treatment Essence Set, 
JM Solution masks. A visit to T&T Be 
Beauty section could ensure all ladies 
have glowing gorgeous look. 

Freshness
T&T has prepared for their customers 

the most popular and savoury seafood 
and meat products. Live Large Lobster 
has a unique flavour and is considered 
as a delicacy. Its Chinese name has a 
connotation of healthy and powerful, 
and is particularly suitable for a Chinese 
New Year blessing. Japan Wagyu 
& Kobe Beef contains high level of 
marbling and tenderness, creating juicy 
and chewy texture, and bringing forth 
five-star enjoyment to home. Fresh CNY 
Fruit Gift Boxes and beautiful seasonal 
flowers also symbolize a lucky and 
prosperous Chinese New Year.

T&T wishes everyone a fabulous 
Chinese New Year of Rat!

 
For more details, please click onto 

www.tntsupermarket.com    
 
If you have any queries, please 

contact T&T Supermarket Marketing 
Department 
Tel: 604-276 9889
Fax: 604-232-8683
Email: marketing@tntsupermarket.com    
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Travel

a while so that if we 
will use it as a shuttle 
(of OFWs) from Iran 

or Iraq to Qatar and then from 
there we can maybe charter a 
plane or charter ships to bring 
them home,” he said.

Lorenzana noted that other 
assets can be used to transport 
the OFWs, such as two landing 
docks, the BRP Tarlac (LD-601) 
and BRP Davao Del Sur (LD-
602), which were acquired from 
Indonesian shipbuilder PT PAL 
PERSERO in 2016 and 2017, are 

capable of carrying 500 troops 
or passengers.

Also earmarked for repatria-
tion missions in the Middle 
East are two Air Force Lock-
heed C-130 cargo planes and 
an EADS CASA C-295 medium 
transport.

Lorenzana said that there are 
plans to use commercial planes 
and cruise ships in the planned 
repatriation should many 
OFWs opt to go home.

“Kung marami talaga ang 
sabi ni Presidente at saka ni (De-

partment of Finance) Secretary 
(Carlos) Dominguez (If there 
are really many OFWs who 
want to go home, the President 
and Finance Secretary Carlos 
Dominguez said, we might lease 
or hire (a) cruise ship, alam mo 
yung (You know a) cruise ship, 
mga 3,500 ang capacity nyan (It 
has a capacity of 3,500 passen-
gers). Ngayon kung kunti-kunti 
lang, siguro (Now, if there are 
only few OFWs, maybe) we can 
charter a plane,” the DND chief 
said. ■

2 battalions...
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Cebu hotel, resort 
owners raise concerns 
on online booking sites

CEBU CITY — Owners of hotels 
and resorts in Cebu are reeling 
from a drop in bookings due to 
competing online or mobile ap-
plication-based booking sites 
offering lower prices lodging or 
homestays.

Alfred Reyes, vice president 
of the Hotel, Resort & Restau-
rant Association of Cebu, Inc. 
(HRRACI), claimed that an 
online site that markets con-
dominium units for lodging or 
homestays has been raking in 
higher revenues.

“I would say in terms of rev-
enue, between 30 to 40 percent 
has been lost. That’s a big loss to 
our revenue,” he said at the side-
lines of the Association of Gov-
ernment Information Officers 
forum at the Philippine Informa-
tion Agency (PIA) office here.

Loss of revenues by hotels 
and resorts also means losses 
in terms of government taxes, 
he said, noting that owners of 
condominium units offered 
through online sites or applica-
tions do not pay taxes to the Bu-
reau of Internal Revenue (BIR).

Reyes, who also manages a 
big hotel company in Mandaue 
City, said online sites or applica-
tions that compete with hotels 
and resorts have been offering 
condominium spaces to foreign 
nationals abroad despite the 
absence of government regula-
tions with respect to occupant’s 
safety and security.

“Who is regulating Airbnb? 
These are rooms but we don’t 
know if they have fire extin-
guishers, if their liquefied petro-
leum gas tanks are properly at-
tached, and everything,” he said.

He suggested that local gov-
ernment units (LGUs) put in 
place regulatory procedures 
over online-booked condomin-
ium units under their respec-
tive jurisdictions.

“The challenge that we have is 

that regulating hotels right now 
is under LGU. So LGUs should 
also act on it, BIR should also 
act on it, the Fire Department 
should also act on it, and the po-
lice should also act on it,” he said, 
claiming that there are condo-
minium units in Cebu that are 
being occupied by Chinese na-
tionals who are into Philippine 
offshore gaming operation.

Efforts of hotel and resort 
organizations in assisting the 
Department of Tourism (DOT) 
in marketing activities abroad 
would be wasted if visitors opt to 
book via online sites, Reyes said.

He lamented that hotels and 
resorts have been investing for 
marketing strategies to perk up 
bookings but visitors are lured 
to online booking sites.

Reyes said owners of hotels 
and resorts in the country have 
made representations with 
the DOT after starting to feel 
the negative impact of the op-
eration of online hotel booking 
sites five years ago, he said.

Carlo Anton Suarez, presi-
dent of HRRAC, for his part, 
said although the annual Si-
nulog Festival on Jan. 19 is ap-
proaching, hotels in Cebu could 
still hardly get bookings.

“Well, it’s been affecting the 
whole market share. We want 
to promote Cebu but how can 
we promote Cebu? We need ev-
erybody’s help,” Suarez said.

Gelena Asis Dimpas, chief 
of tourism operations at DOT-
Central Visayas, said hotel and 
resort players have already 
been informed about the agen-
cy’s actions.

She said the DOT central of-
fice has tasked the Tourism 
Regulation, Coordination and 
Resource Generation (TRCRG) 
to look into their concerns.

“It’s not a lone battle of DOT 
and we look forward to bench-
marking on other countries nga 
niagi na pud ani nga (that have 
experienced this similar) phase 
and how they resolved it,” she 
said. ■

BY JOHN REY SAAVEDRA
Philippine News Agency 

DOT, DENR, DILG to inspect 
Baguio rehab program

MANILA — The Department of 
Tourism (DOT), together with 
the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources 
(DENR) and the Department of 
the Interior and Local Govern-
ment (DILG), is set to inspect 
Baguio City on Friday (Jan. 10) 
for rehabilitation.

Under the initiative, Tour-
ism Secretary Bernadette 
Romulo-Puyat will visit Burn-
ham Park, Wright Park, Mines 
View Park, Baguio City’s sew-
age treatment plant and Balili 
River, and the sanitary landfill 
in Irisan.

An inter-agency meeting 
with the Baguio City govern-
ment has been scheduled to 
tackle the prevailing problems 
that ail the premiere tourist site 
such as over-tourism.

During the inspection, the 
three government agencies and 
stakeholders will discuss the 
possible sustainable infrastruc-
ture rehabilitation projects on 
the urban carrying capacity of 
Baguio, La Trinidad, Itogon, 
Sablan, Tuba and Tublay 
(BLISTT) and other plans to 
redevelop and decongest the 
UNESCO Creative City.

“The commitment to our 
mandate to sell and protect our 

natural attractions remains 
our paramount objective. It is 
a shared responsibility, how-
ever, among government and 
our people to be responsible 
stewards of our planet,” Ro-
mulo-Puyat said in a statement 
Wednesday.

More than a year since Bora-
cay underwent a massive resto-
ration, the DOT bared plans to 
rehabilitate the flagship tourist 
destination.

Among the projects the DOT 
pledged to bankroll in the City 

of Pines, through its infrastruc-
ture arm, Tourism Infrastruc-
ture and Enterprise Zone Au-
thority (TIEZA), include the 
PHP480-million rehabilitation 
of the iconic Burnham Park; 
TIEZA and Baguio signed a 
memorandum of agreement on 
the funding commitment.

Meanwhile, the DOT and 
TIEZA are also intently study-
ing Baguio’s request for funding 
for the construction of a sewer-
age system and the rehabilita-
tion of the Mines View Park. ■

BY JOYCE ANN L. 
ROCAMORA
Philippine News Agency 

Burnham Park.  THELOUIE / FLICKR, CC BY-NC-SA 2.0
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other cultures proved 
really attractive. The 
FS exam came to him 

by accident, or so he thought. 
But looking back now, he is in 
disbelief as to why a “competi-
tor” friend would tell him about 
the FS exam when the fellow 
could have taken the exam by 
himself and eliminated him as 
competition. Then, we both fig-
ured that indeed some people 
are being used as instruments 
for our destiny to materialize.

Although he made it to the 
final cut (only 9 of them out of 
15 who passed the “entrance”) 
of the foreign service success-
ful examinees, he believes to 
this day that the very thorough 
and rigid training he got as a 
new recruit of DFA solidified 
his qualification to meet all the 
requirements and expectations 
of the job. Plus, he remembered 
the likes of elder Senator Jose 
Diokno, the SGV vice chairman 
Wilson Tan as lecturers, among 
others. Add to this training 
were his already excellent aca-
demic background and sterling 
performance at SGV and other 
jobs that followed. That was 
1994, and he was only 27 at that 
time.

He remembers a few of his 
early assignments at DFA that 
enabled him to make use of his 
solid background in finance 
and accounting. He was thank-
ful that at that time, it was the 

Hon. Alberto Romulo who was 
the DFA Secretary. They sort of 
spoke the same language, so to 
speak, as Mr. Romulo was a CPA 
himself. Among the things that 
he worked on that time were: 
the reviews of the system of al-
lowance of FS personnel, salary 
grades of DFA employees, and 
the approval of the DFA Provi-
dent Fund, among others.

Encountering Canada’s Winter
At 29 years old, he got his 

first foreign assignment as 
Third Secretary and Vice-Con-
sul at the Philippine Embassy 
in Beirut, Lebanon from 1996 
to 2000. His boss was then ap-
pointed as the first consul of 
the newly formed embassy in 
Damascus and Syria, and he 
tapped him as his deputy. Be-
fore his four-year assignment 
was over, he was cross-posted 
to New York until he was for-
mally installed as Vice-Consul 
then Consul at the Philippine 
Consulate General in New York 
from 2000 to 2003. Following 
that was as Consul then Deputy 
Consul General at the Philip-
pine Consulate General in Chi-
cago, USA from 2007 to 2013. 

When therefore, asked if the 
thought of being assigned in 
Toronto, Canada did not scare 
him of winter, he smiled. He 
related how he got used to the 
cold Decembers and beyond 
in his stint at Chicago, which 

is also known for its punishing 
winters. In reality, however, the 
Canadian tour of duty came as 
a surprise as things happened 
very fast. He said he was actu-
ally enjoying what he was doing 
in Manila as Chief Protocol Of-
ficer at the DFA. But neverthe-
less, he expressed how thankful 
he is to President Rodrigo R. 
Duterte and the current Secre-
tary of DFA Teodoro Locsin, Jr. 
for their trust and confidence in 
assigning him to the Philippine 
Consulate General in Toronto. 
Shortly before to moving to To-
ronto, he just finished his MBA 
at the University of Sto. Tomas, 
with the distinction “Benemer-
itus” for his masteral thesis on 
“Philippine Labor Migration, 
Remittances, and Household 
Revenues of Overseas Filipino 
Workers (OFWs).”

As a personal friend and close 
colleague, he himself was dev-
astated by the demise of former 
ConGen Rose Prospero of To-
ronto. Being both single, they 
would often kid each other as 
to who is going to get hitched 
first between them. But get-
ting hitched continues to be 
not within his immediate ra-
dar as he is happy supporting 
his nuclear family and even 
extended families. Being unat-
tached makes him very mobile 
and handy in case of foreign as-
signments, as in the case of this 
Toronto duty. 

Three (3) months into this 
job, ConGen Castro, who speaks 
fluent French, declares, “I have 
great respect for the late Con-
Gen Prospero and I vow to con-
tinue the good works that she 
has started in Toronto. I do not 
intend to re-invent the wheel 
but hopefully should be able to 
enhance her program and con-
tribute more projects for the 
benefit of Filipinos in Canada.” 

Second Home Away from 
Home

The mandate of the current 
administration back home is 
very clear for all diplomats 
around the world - give prior-
ity to the welfare of Filipinos 
living abroad. Assistance for 
all nationals is, therefore, a key 
component of any consulate’s 
service mission. 

Fortunately for Fil-Cans, 
Canada is a very orderly and 
peaceful country. Things are 
in place and systems do run 
as smoothly as possible. Very 
seldom does the consulate en-
counter human rights or com-
plicated immigration cases. 
Having found himself in the 
past in the middle of the Flor 
Contemplacion case and the 
war in Middle East, the good 
ConGen, who holds the rank of 
Chief of Mission II in the Phil-
ippine Department of Foreign 
Affairs, is just too happy to be 
assigned in a post in Canada. 

This being, more energy 
and time can be devoted by 
the Consulate to programs re-
connecting Filipinos to their 
heritage, improving trade rela-
tions between Canada and the 
Philippines, reaching out to the 
third-gen Fil-Cans and their 
involvement to Fil-Can com-
munities, and engaging all Fil-
Cans in worthy projects that 
benefit as much nationals as 
possible.

“Second home away from 
home” — that is how the new 
ConGen wants the Fil-Cans to 
consider the local consulate of-
fice. It is a place where they can 
feel safe and well taken care of. 
He has also adopted an open-
door policy where anybody can 
see him without an appoint-
ment. As to the fear that the 
consulate is off limits to undoc-
umented nationals, he assures 
that the office serves everyone 
regardless of their statuses. 
Canada has its own system well 
in place to deal with immigra-
tion issues, he noted.

As for himself, the good Con-
Gen wants to be remembered 
as somebody who had served 
his fellow Filipinos and served 
them well. His youth and rest-
lessness at the beginning, not-
withstanding, he has found his 
own home in foreign service 
and will continue to serve his 
kababayans in wherever second 
home they decide to settle. ■

The young...
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Currimao seaport to welcome another cruise 
ship’s arrival

LAOAG CITY — The interna-
tional seaport of Currimao is 
set to welcome another cruise 
ship on Monday (January 6), 
the Provincial Tourism Office 
said.

Xavier Ruiz, tourism opera-
tions officer in Ilocos Norte, 
said on Friday the M/V The 
World with 160 passengers de-
parted from Hong Kong and 
it is expected to dock at the 
Currimao seaport and then to 
Cebu and back to its port of 
origin.

Part of the passengers’ itiner-
ary is to visit various cultural 
heritage sites in the province 

such as the UNESCO World 
Heritage Site of St. Augustine 
Church in Paoay, Ilocos Norte 
and the wonder city of Vigan in 
Ilocos Sur.

On the same day, the M/V 
Royal Caribbean, which is a 
lot bigger than the M/V The 
World, will also return to the 
Ilocos Port in Cabugao, Ilocos 
Sur with thousands of passen-
gers mostly from China and the 
United States of America.

Last year, the Royal Carib-
bean made a stop at the inter-
national seaport of Currimao 
in Ilocos Norte but the local 
ground handler moved it to the 
newly-improved Ilocos (Salo-
mague) Port this year for great-
er convenience of passengers.

Since 2018, Ilocos region has 

become a cruise line destina-
tion with the maiden calls of 
Superstar Virgo, M/V Diamond 
Glory and Costa Atlantica 
Cruise, among others.

“We are thankful and happy 
that various cruise ships are 
visiting Ilocos annually and 
they have significantly con-
tributed to our increasing tour-
ist arrivals in the region,” said 
Araceli Salem, tourism opera-
tions officer of the Department 
of Tourism Laoag sub-office.

To sustain tourism growth, 
Salem said the DOT and vari-
ous local government units, 
travel agents, transport groups 
and other stakeholders are at-
tending series of training to 
further improve customer sat-
isfaction. ■

BY LEILANIE ADRIANO
Philippine News Agency 

ARRIVALS. Cruise passengers alight from a boat at the Ilocos port while tour 
guides welcome them with leis. More cruise lines are expected to visit Ilocos 
this year with improved ports and other tourism services.

DOT LAOAG SUB-OFFICE VIA PNA)
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